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Editorial

A very warm welcome to our first edition of 2021. Christmas was very
different for us all in many ways, not only due to the government restrictions
which prevented celebrations going ahead as usual, but also because of
the devastating flooding which affected our villages. Our thoughts are very
much with those who suffered damage to their possessions and properties,
and | would like to express thanks to everyone in our communities for
providing support to those in need. Our front cover was chosen to remind
us that Spring is not far away, and with that comes hope of better weather,
seeing our families and friends again, and of course, a vaccine! We hope
that the next edition will be packed full of village events as we welcome a
summer of hopeful hedonism!

Rob Buck, Editor

REMEMBER
Closing date for entries in the
April / May 2021 issue is 5" March 2021.
Articles received after this date may not be
included in the next issue.

O&C Butcher

ALDEBURGH + SUFFOLK

129-131 High Street. Aldeburgh, Sutffalk
W w oChutcher.co,uk




Village Information

Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts Allotments

Plots and half plots available now at Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts
Allotments.

Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts Allotments Association (BATAAA) is run by a
small committee of volunteers from the local community. The allotments are
situated at the end of Church Road in Brockdish, just before the bypass. We
have full (250m2) and half (125m2) plots available and there is water on site.
Having an allotment is an excellent way of getting your daily exercise whilst
growing healthy food for the table, so why not give it a go!

To find out more about the allotments or to check plot availability please
e-mail Rebecca Abrahall, BATAAA Secretary, at bataaa@hotmail.co.uk,
contact David Young, Treasurer, on 01379 668556 or find us on Facebook.

Village Defibrillators

Brockdish Defibrillator is located on the outside wall of Brockdish Village Hall.
At the Village Hall there is a clothes bank, all proceeds from this go towards
the running costs of the Defibrillator.

Thorpe Abbotts Defibrillator is located outside the Village Hall.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WITHIN 2 MILES OF BROCKDISH

Beautifully refurbished, air-conditioned, vintage American Motor Home now
permanently sited in its own secluded grounds with patio. Converted from 10 berth
to 2 berth, spacious accommodation, large double bed (linen provided) sofa bed
suitable for 2 children. Shower and WC, (towels provided) fully equipped kitchen with
hob, oven, microwave. crockery and fridge. TV, DVD player and Wi-Fi. For more
information/photos/prices contact colin@snakefreight.com.
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Village Information

Knitting Appeal Update

The Midwives at Norfolk & Norwich hospital would like to
thank everyone for their kind donations of hats, gowns
and triangles.

They now have a new baby safety initiative using
different traffic light colours. Therefore they have
requested that future hats are knitted in either, purely
red, orange or green. or white with a red, orange or
green band, all in a size medium.

All hats that have been already knitted (in other colours) are most welcome
and will be used, so they will definitely not be wasted!

Please get in touch if you would like to start knitting and need a pattern, or if
you would like to donate wool.

Many thanks to you all.

Cheryl Mounser (tel. 741435)
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Bin collections and calendars SOUth Nomlk'\h

Paper bin calendars will no longer be provided to individual residents This is
because collection dates have not changed so calendars are not needed, to
save printing and delivery costs, and an online calendar means that any
changes can instantly be amended.

To ensure that residents are kept informed of waste collection dates, they can
use the customer account functionality on the South Norfolk Council website.
Once a resident is registered or logs in to their respective property, their next
waste collection dates are displayed for rubbish, recycling and garden waste
(if they subscribe) but they also have the option to print their individual bin
calendar directly from the webpage.

If an individual resident does not have access to the internet, they can call the
Depot’s customer care team on 01508 533830 to confirm their collection
dates or have a printed calendar sent to their property.
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Village Notices

In loving memory of Anthony Robin Clark
14th September 1940 - 22nd December 2020

Robin passed away on 22nd December
at The Depperhaugh where he had lived
for the last five years. Robin and Chris
moved to Thorpe Abbotts from Brome in
2008 and quickly settled into village life.
Robin spent many happy hours tending
his new garden and allotment and
discovering new walks around the
village.

Sadly, Parkinson’s steadily impacted on
Robin’s activities and, following a spell
in hospital, he was admitted to the
Depperhaugh in the summer of 2015.
His last years were difficult in many
ways, especially after COVID robbed
him of all his family and friends. But he
rarely complained and kept his sense of
humour to the end.

Donations in memory of Robin are to be shared between Parkinsons UK and
Cats Protection, and are to be sent to Rosedale Funeral Home, Diss.
Alternatively, you can donate via the online memorial site at
www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk.

THANK YOU!

You may remember in the last edition, Brockdish Carol Singing was unable to
go ahead due to government restrictions. Despite this, many gave donations
for Macmillan Cancer Support. A huge thank you to all who donated, as
together we were able to send £100 to the charity. Thank you so much for your
generosity!

Ann Cork



Village Information

Fresh Fish To Your Door Jim’s Mobile Grocery Store
visits Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts.

Please call 07967 108986 to place
an order or to request a stop.

Call or email for a selection of
local fresh fish. We can call
weekly or fortnightly.

Spen's Fish
07929097124  spensfish68@gmail.com

Thought for the day: Why worry?

There are only two things to worry about, either you are well or you are sick.
If you are well, there is nothing to worry about, if you are sick, there are only
two things to worry about, either you will get better or you will die.

If you get well there is nothing to worry about, if you die there are only two
things to worry about, either you will go to heaven or to hell.

If you go to heaven, there is nothing to worry about, but if you go to hell, you

will be so busy shaking hands with friends you won’t have time to worry.

DOROTHY SINFIELD UPHOLSTERY
Vine House, Church Hill, Hoxne, Eye, Suffolk IP22 5AT
THAT CHAIR OR SETTEE
ANY TYPE OF UPHOLSTERY
SOFT FURNISHINGS

Curtains, Blinds, Cushions etc
For personal attention, call: 01379 668545 or mobile 07702 265206
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Village Information

Virtual Book Sale

Starston Jubilee Hall is holding a Virtual Book Sale. You can see the available
tittes by visiting the Starston Village web site - www.starstonvillage.co.uk - and
clicking on the box in the right-hand column headed “Virtual Book Sale”. This
will take you to the list of books on offer together with instructions on how to
buy them. You can browse the whole list or choose a category to select a
smaller group. Fans of classic science fiction may be interested in the
out-of-print titles by authors such as Philip K Dick, Isaac Asimov and Arthur C.
Clarke.

All proceeds from the sale are going towards repairs to the Jubilee Hall and
Glebe Meadow which were badly damaged in the Christmas Eve floods.

Dee Palmer: dee@dee-palmer.co.uk (01379 852318)

| 6M LENGTH SOCKETED
POLYTRADE
DRAINAGE PIPE
MONDAY - FRIDAY 7.30AM - 5PM £15 + VAT
SATURDAY 7.30AM - 1PM

. (
-
CALOR | ¢ ;&3)rz CALOR | |
'Skg Butan® | 1340 propane 13kg patio G#*
© CALORGAS

GLASS & SEALED UNITS - GUTTER & DRAINAGE - WINDOWS & DOORS
SCREWS & FIXINGS - VENTS & DUCTING - FASCIA & SOFFITS - DOUBLE GLAZING
FIRE LOGS & GAS - ROOF SHEETS - WASTE PIPE - MDPE PIPE - SILICONE

Rushall Rd, Starston, Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 9NE - 01379 854445 - info@polytradesupplies.co.uk




Village Information

Waveney Heritage at the Old School Brockdish

We're still here! The good news is that we are now at long last a charity
The bad news is, of course, that we can't get on with organising talks and
exhibitions, dealing with our archive, moving towards museum status for all
the stuff like radios, antique snow ploughs and so-on which are classed as
artefacts, to say nothing of providing space for groups to meet. Everybody
is in same boat of course and we send our commiserations to all of you
are suffering in the same way.

In the meantime, we are still looking after the building and garden, talking
to our members, paying the bills, and making plans! We now have a new
website “waveney heritage.com” and have taken the opportunity to update
all the information on it. Do have a look and let me know what you think.

Anthony Scott-Robinson, who is supremo radio collector, has been
spending many hours rationalising and arranging displays of the collection
left to us by Stewart Orr. It covers the history of radio more-or-less from its
beginning and contains several rare and valuable pieces. He and Graham
Moore intend to have some of it up and running ready for an open day
when things return to normal. To celebrate the New Year he has also set
up “Object of the Month” with pictures of items in the collection. This will be
available to members of Waveney Heritage, along with our newsletter, all
for a membership fee of £10 per year for individuals and £15 for couples at
the same address, AND you get a reduced admission fee to our talks;-
what a bargain! Just contact myself or Jill if you would like to join us.

In the meantime, we wish you all the very best for this year and all those
that follow. Look after yourselves, stay well and see you soon!

Mary Thompson: marygthompson@aol.com (01379 668279)
Jill Edwards (01379 669057)

And our fellow trustees



LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Reasonable Rates

CALL DAVID
Telephone: 01379 608 529
Mobile: 07768 757308

KM Gardencare

Hedge & Lawn Cutting

Fencing Erected& Stained
Trees Pruned & Felled
Seeding & Turfing
Patios & Driveways
Gardens Cleared
Stump Grinding
Mini Digger Work
All Garden care Undertaken
Phone: 01379 687983

Mobile: 07799 492603

REE MENDER

Environmental Arboriculture

07905 750 070
ers@yanoo.com Q N1270 RS2 AN

Tree surgery.
Tree consultancy.
Stump grinding.
Firewood.

°Darren French |

www.treemendersnorfolk.co.uk

e
o
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‘ " Mac's Painting and Decorating Services

7 4

Painter and

Decorator
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Local Interest

The Waveney & The Riverfly Partnership

It was the last Brockdish Common Working Party before Christmas and we
were treated to a Kick Sampling demonstration by Katie, our Conservation
Volunteers (TCV) organiser. Kick sampling is a standard and widely used
method for sampling the invertebrates living on the bed of a stream or river.
It involves placing a net in the direction of flow, with open net mouth facing
upstream. Gareth and Katie braved the River, by the end of The Common,
and collected samples of the River bottom in their nets. The samples were
then transferred to trays set out on the picnic table and we could all see a
surprising number of riverfly larvae swimming about so that we could identify
and count our catch. As well as a small stone loach fish there were fresh
water shrimp, stonefly larvae, ramshorn water snails, leeches, demoiselle fly
larvae and the larvae of olive flies, and caddish fly among others.

The purpose of the survey was to monitor the presence of pollution sensitive
invertebrates which give an indication of the health of the River. The results
are fed into a National database which over 100 organisations throughout

“—n— >
TOWN LIVING 6»

4 London Road, Harlaeston Tel: 01379 853258 [ D E N

CHATTINS & SEMNGS
o S Do Open Monday to
, Katia and roft.
=t i
sundries. Offering
= ESPA facials, massage,
wm« = mm = | reﬂexolc_)gy,
blinds and i
foman biinds and net curialne manicure, pedicures, gel
venetian and vertical Blinds. 100s nails, ear candles, tinting

of fabrics 1o choose from in store
and much more .........

1a Sawmills Road Diss
in-house Clothing Alteraions ond Norfolk IP22 1PT
R ——— Tel 01379 643533

That's not all.... we also offer an

- |
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Local Interest

The Waveney & The Riverfly Partnership

the Country also contribute to - that's the Riverfly Partnership
(www.riverflies.org ). Overall this gives an important measure of the health of our
rivers and informs the relevant agencies where action is necessary to deal with
pollution or other problems.

The results for our day gave a
score of 7 which is a fairly typical
outcome for the Waveney.
Excitingly we did find a species of
Stonefly which is usually absent in
this area, unable as it is to tolerate
silt deposits that often accumulate =~~~ - = :
from farmland run-off. Next tme ° ~ T TREE
you visit this section of the river =~

take note if its clean, gravelly

bottom.

Current trends on the river suggest that a score below 3 certainly indicate
problems compared to the average of around 6 or 7. However, due to shifting
baselines, we know our current ‘normal’ is quite small compared with past
decades. For example demoiselle flies were few and far between in 2020
compared with just 5 years ago.

Pest ﬂuntrul Services

07795 177695
01379 608932
info(@egevans.co.uk
IBERCILIECRE,, IR E R,
GIASINE S RIDIE
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Local Interest

The Waveney & The Riverfly Partnership

This was the first trial session and it was concluded that the site is ideal for
establishing a permanent monthly Riverfly Monitoring point so that
seasonal and river flow changes can be monitored. The River Waveney
Trust will be organising a training programme for anyone interested and it
would be good to think that we could provide some of those monitors from
the Village. It seems to me that this would be an ideal activity for some of
our younger people who are interested in environmental issues.

As always, if you would like to become involved in this or any other work of
the Brockdish Common Working Party then please contact either:

Derek Clark (01379 669201) Vice Chairman, Brockdish Parish Council
OR

Katie Utting (07966 510605) The Conservation Volunteers.

Full Steam Ahead

BORED WITH IRONING AND HOUSEHOLD CHORES?
LET ME HELP

DOMESTIC CLEANING n
IRONING SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY (-
CALL WENDY
01379 650380 v %
07880726783 ~ & -

A weekend on the Suffolk coast?
Stylish holiday accommodation for 2 people.
Secluded garden setting.

5 minutes from Pakefield beach.

Phone 07752 227248 for more details
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Hair Stylist

v

Gift Vouchers Available crucln'i:m:

Studio B. / The Street / Brockdish Refiections Hair & Beauty / Harleston
(® /ARHairStylist 07593 789991 / 01379 852233

DWS
FENCING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
ALL TYPES OF FENCING TREES AND HEDGE CUTTING
LAWNS CUT, TURFED PATIOS & DRIVEWAY
STUMP GRINDING MINI DIGGER
CHIPPER WORK MEMBRANE AND STONE
PRESSURE WASHING ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN

ALL RUBBISH DISPOSED
HOUSE, GARAGE, SHED AND YARD CLEARANCE
FULLY INSURED
TEL: 01379 650380 MOB: 07899 893380
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Coffee Break

Jokes

What's the difference between a well-dressed man and a tired dog?
One wears a suit and the other just pants!

How do you send a baby astronaut to sleep? Rocket!
........ and especially for the younger ones -
What do you call a slug with a crash hat on? A Snail!

Why is the letter 'T' so important to a stick insect?
Because without it, it would be a sick insect!

Quiz

1. Give another name for a 'Grandfather' clock.
2. What would you use a 'Chiffonier' for?

3. Where is the assay office which uses the anchor as their mark?

4. What style of English furniture was made between 1603 and 16257

5. Which former potter was instrumental in the cutting of the Trent and
Mersey canal?

6. What name is given to the flat canopy over a four-poster bed?

7. What is meant by the term 'barley-sugar' when used in relation to
furniture?

8. Why is a pen-knife so called?
9. What is 'biscuit-ware'?

10. What is meant by 'marquetry'?

Answers on page 31
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. WEHAVEMOVED
“.UI1C FIND US AT POLYTRADE

Websites Designed, Built and Optimized for Google, Bing & Yahoo

ALL THE SAME SERVICES - FREE PARKING - 01379 801111

We Specialise in: NEW ADDRESS
Computer, PC, Laptop & Tablet Sales

Computer, PC & Laptop Repairs Polytrade Office, Rushall Road

* Web Design Starston
Social Media Branding & Management
Harleston

SEO (Search Engine Optimization)
Computer, Laptop & Tablet Accessories IP20 9NE

lAP"’P scn“" nﬂ,mns Call outs to your home available

DOES YOUR PC OR LAPTOP NEED REPAIRING?
Visit: www.ulric.net CALLNOW Email: sales@ulric.net

1Al

S ~. Q «

ANES bR \ PIABY A
NORFOLK
& SUFFOLK KINGS HEAD

BROCKDISH I1P21 4)Y %‘ Q
kingsheadbrockdish.co.uk
gﬂ gg 01379 668843

v f v B

TAKE-AWAYS AVAILABLE

WHISKEY
ARMAGNAC
CALVADOS
LIQUEURS

COGNAC
VODKA
RUM
COCKTAILS

PEN 310am: TUE - THUR until 1opm, FR




Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915)

By David Seddon
The Rodwells and the Drewmilks

Mary Rodwell was born and baptised in Brockdish in 1874. Her brother
George was born a couple of years later in 1876, her sister Kate Alice in
1878, and her other sister, Laura, in 1880. Their parents were John and
Anne Rodwell who lived in Hall Road, Brockdish. John Rodwell was a
labourer. It seems that the Rodwell family in Brockdish had an earlier
connection with the village, from a while back, as we know that a Sarah
Rodwell married William Drewmilk there in the early 1770s and that they had
nine children, one of whom was also named William.

A William Drewmilk is mentioned in Elaine Murphy’s book on The Moated
Grange in Brockdish, where she refers to him as ‘a village youth’ whom John
Cotton ‘had the time-consuming task of persuading ... that he must go and
marry a girl, presumably pregnant, in Yarmouth’. She remarks that Drewmilk
was reluctant, but describes how John Cotton spent a good deal of time and
effort ‘in negotiations and bringing this affair to a successful conclusion’
(Murphy 2015: 182).

But Elaine Murphy also reports that Do You Need Your
‘William Drewmilk’s name appears in Garden

later poor relief books in the 1820s
as ‘Old Drewmilk’; he had a large
family and apparently still required

TIDYING UP?

reqular help from the parish’. So, it Call Tom Bell on
seems likely that this was William 01379 669293
Drewmilk senior, and it may well be
that Sarah was ‘the girl from or
Yarmouth’.

07905 208209

Very reasonable rates
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon

Certainly there were Rodwells in Great
Yarmouth at the time - including a William
Richard Rodwell, who was born 1863 in
Yarmouth, got married there in 1889 and
died there in 1927. His father, William
Catchpole Rodwell, was born in Yarmouth in
1836, married in Lowestoft in 1861, had
Mary Ann, William Richard and Robert
Miles, but was lost at sea around ten years
later; and his grandfather, also William
Rodwell, was born (in 1802), married (in
1832) and died there (in 1867). By 1881,
however, the Brockdish Rodwells had
moved across the River Waveney into

Suffolk, to Oakley or Hoxne. Ten years later, &t ot ove. who was

in 1891, she left East Anglia for London gﬁ:;“:wﬁz.‘“;.“mi?h
where she lived with her aunt and uncle in S g Ry 2. WM
Upper Norwood in south London. Her uncle, Robert Eagle, was an
enthusiastic supporter of the newly formed (10 September 1905)
professional Crystal Palace Football Club, coincidentally known to their fans
as ‘the Eagles’ (after the Portuguese club Benfica, founded in February
1904, which has an eagle as it emblem) or ‘the Glaziers'.

Mary Rodwell, Queen Alexandra's
Imperial Military Nwrsing

“The time leading up to the
f_l_.rm'mf was made bearable

J-:m:rwinﬂ that vou were at the end
nf the tel .,'_;ﬂimu'."

- from a family we have cared for at Rosedale
We are a family business and promise to provide exceptional cam

|
and a truly personal 24 hour service, when you need It most,
9 ROSEdﬂ IE’ Victoria Road, Diss  Telephone: 01379 640810
FUNERAL HOME  www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon
Mary Rodwell: nurse and suffragist

She trained as a nurse at the Central London Sick Asylum (also known as
Hendon Infirmary Hospital) from 1901 to 1904. She worked at the Samaritan
Free Hospital, Marylebone Road, as well as private nursing homes before the
war. It was during this time that Mary became a suffragist and joined the
Crystal Palace and Anerley branch of the Women's Freedom League (WFL).
The WFL, which was founded in 1907, was a breakaway group from the
Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) which was the leading militant
organisation campaigning for women's suffrage in the United Kingdom from
1903 to 1918. Known from 1906 as ‘suffragettes’, its membership and policies
were tightly controlled by Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughters Christabel
and Sylvia (although Sylvia was eventually expelled). The WFL objected to the
dominance of the Pankhursts and was more oriented towards working-class
women, something Mary Rodwell found appealing, given her own family
background.

At the outbreak of war she applied to both the Red Cross and the Queen
Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service (QAIMNS) for foreign service.
She was accepted by the Red Cross but they were not sending nurses to
France at the time and so Mary joined the QAIMNS instead on 3 February
1915. She worked as a staff nurse on hospital trains before moving in May to
the hospital ship ‘Anglia’.

NMichael I_.ast

I _.andscapes

FHARID and SOF'L LANDSCAPING
PROPERIT Y MAINTENANCE
INNT ERIOR/VEX'TERIOR PAINTING

O7342 880254
O1379 669006

last.michaclEbtinternet.com
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon

The King’s Secret Channel Crossing

Hospital ships usually had no escort but on one trip the ‘Anglia’ did have an
escort. In a letter to a friend, dated 7 November 1915, she wrote:

‘Did you see we brought the King over on our boat? Was it not an honour?
Such excitement and great preparation, as we were told if rough weather
came we might have him and his suite on board for three or four days, just as
we have the Tommies if it is very rough. However, we came over the same
day. We started in fair weather, but it was a terrible crossing afterwards. We
had an escort of four destroyers across the Channel. Usually we have none at
all. The King's suite, including the doctors and two nurses were all ill, and the
nurses had to go to bed. Of course, in a way, we were not sorry, as we got a
look in, and looked after his Majesty, as we have all got our sea-legs. He was
very nice, and shook hands and thanked us for what we did for him’.

It was reported in the national press that the ‘Anglia’” was ferrying the King
back home from France after he was injured on 28 October 1915 when thrown

King Gggﬁr_.ge V Reviewing @hg__Trg?ps 28 October 1915
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon

by his horse at ‘a troop review’ in the field. Why he was allowed to put himself
at risk in this way is not clear. It seems likely that he was visiting President
Poincaré. It was later stated in dispatches that the king and President Poincaré
had narrowly escaped death when a German shell exploded near where they
were inspecting artillery emplacements.

On 1 November, he resumed his official duties and there is a painting by a war
artist showing him awarding a Victoria Cross to Lance-Sergeant Oliver Brooks
of the Coldstream Guards while lying in his bed.

The Sinking of the ‘Anglia’

Only ten days later after Nurse Rodwell wrote her letter, on 17 November
1915, the ‘Anglia’ was returning from Calais to Dover with 385 injured soldiers,
56 crew members and a complement of doctors, orderlies and nurses (four
women, a matron and three nursing sisters, of whom Nurse Rodwell was one)
when shortly after 12 pm, one mile east of Folkestone Gate, the ship hit a mine
laid by a German U-boat. Water rushed into the lowest wards and the orderlies
who went to investigate reported that it was already up over their heads.
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon

In the other wards, every man who could do so scrambled up to the deck.
The able-bodied, including the nurses, helped those who were less able to
escape from the rising waters along slanting corridors and up the narrow
steep stairs, set up the lifeboats and broke out the life belts. Because of the
angle the ship was listing, the crew could not use any of the starboard side
lifeboats but did manage to launch just one of the port side lifeboats, so
saving about 50 people, before the angle of the ship made launching the
others impossible.

There was no panic on board, just calm determination to help get the
wounded to safety. Many of the survivors later praised the nursing staff for
the help they gave the wounded, getting them into life belts and up on deck,
without thought of their own safety. The Matron and Sister, who were up on
deck were encouraged to get into a lifeboat, but they refused, saying ‘we
have the right to be last this time’. One man reported that he had offered to
one nurse: ‘you come with me and lll get you to safety, | am a very strong
swimmer. You will be safe with me. She shook her head and said she could
not leave her men. So, she was with them to the last’.

A collier called the SS Lusitania
was nearby just to the west of
the ‘Anglia’. The Lusitania put
about and was quickly able to
reach the stricken ‘Anglia’ and
launch two rescue boats. The
‘Anglia’ was now at an angle with
its bow submerged and it’s fore
funnel and boat decks already at
the waterline, but some 40 men
were able to jump to safety when
one of the rescue boats bravely
passed under the ‘Anglia”s stern
with its spinning propellers.
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon

The ‘Anglia’ sank within a quarter of an hour, claiming the lives of some 164
individuals, including four army officers, 125 other ranks, 25 crew, nine
medical personnel and Nurse Rodwell. Reports from some survivors say
that Nurse Rodwell had been injured in the initial explosion; in any case,
she never got into any of the lifeboats. At first, she was officially listed as
missing, and a death certificate was not issued. But later the War Office
declared that she had been on the ‘Anglia’ but was not on the list of
survivors, so her death could be certified as 17 November 1915.

Tributes

On the morning following the arrival of the survivors of the Anglia, the King
sent a message of sympathy to all the survivors and relatives of those who
were lost. The Army Council also put on record its appreciation of the
presence of mind and devotion to duty shown by the Royal Army Medical
Corps personnel on the occasion of the sinking of the hospital ship ‘Anglia’
which struck a mine on November 17" 1915. Through the courage and
presence of mind of the Matron, Mrs Mitchell, and devotion of the nursing
sisters, most of the cot cases were evacuated from the ship’.

The Army Council did not mention Mary Rodwell by name. But it seems that
King George’s private secretary wrote to her father shortly afterwards: “the
private secretary is commanded to convey to Mr J. Rodwell the true sympathy

: _I.ma_g_e_s__ource Illgstrated Lpndon News 08 January 1916 =
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Local History

Nurse Rodwell (1874-1915) By David Seddon

of the King and Queen with him in the grievous sorry which has befallen him

MM

by the loss of his daughter in the sinking of the ‘Anglia’™.

The British Journal of Nursing published a lengthy tribute to her in December
1915. “The last the Matron saw of her was shortly before the explosion, when
she came up to fetch some warm woollies for her patients. She was in
charge of 200 cot cases, and her last moments were spent in caring for them,
as when the explosion came she was ministering to the wounded. She died
the death she would have wished for her King and country, doing her duty to
the last moment”.

The Norwood News reported in December 1915: “So far as we know she is
the first member of the Women’s Freedom League to sacrifice her life on
active service . . . her name will be held in honour and reverence by the
whole league.”

Mary’s death is commemorated at the Hollybrook Memorial in Southampton
which names almost 1,900 servicemen and women whose graves are not
known, many of whom were lost in vessels torpedoed or mined in home
waters. Mary’'s name is also listed (as Nurse M. A. Rodwell) on the war
memorial at Ditchingham — where her family moved after the war - as well as
in the Diocese of Norwich, Great War 1914-1918 Book of Remembrance and
on the Women’s National Memorial Screen in York Minster.

This article is by way of a further memorial, 145 years after her birth and 105
years after her death.

D.A.R SERVICES LTD
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

01379 898062

RICKINGHALL
REPAIRS AND INSTALLS OF ALL MAKES AND
MODELS OF DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
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Michael Bloomfield
Elecsareg
22969

All Domestic &
Commercial work
Fuse boards
Fault finding
New wiring / re-wiring
Testing & Inspection

Electrical
Services

Part P compliant

Phone 07590 507307

01379 851964

Mr P.C. Gilbee

M.S.S.Ch, M.B.Ch.A.

Qualified Chiropodist
Registered Member of the
British Chiropody Association

To arrange an appointment for
a home visit please telephone:
01379 740339

Carole Mole Catcher
The expert you can trust

Competitive Rates No Fuss
01508 47 19 16
07918 18 78 37

carole@norfolk-mole-
catcher.co.uk

)

o
(»)

.
JRBaskerville

)

restoring vour balance
Offering Swedish,
Aromatherapy, Sports, Hot Stone
and Indian
Head Massage treatments

All within the comfort of

your own home

01379-669351

07990-520706
rachael@jrbaskerville. co.uk
www.jrbaskerville.co.uk
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Parish Council

Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts Parish Council

We have all faced change and uncertainty over the past year, during the
Coronavirus outbreak and more recently following the flooding in Brockdish. |
am hoping all residents whose properties and lives have been affected by
flooding have received help and support from their Insurance companies,
family and friends in these challenging times.

The Parish Council, with support from the District and County Council are in
contact with the Flood and Management Team who will investigate the cause
and notify any Risk Management Authority of their responsibilities. Property
owners affected who have reported flooding to Norfolk County Council,
should be informed of the outcome of this report. We would encourage
anyone who has been affected by flooding but have not yet reported it, to do

so via the https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/floods website.

Property owners who have had internal flooding which is verified by Norfolk
County Council are able to apply for a grant of up to £5000 for flood
protection and resilience measures. More information can be found on our
website: Flood protection grants - Norfolk County Council. Information on
typical measures can be found here: Property protection - Norfolk County
Council, although we would recommend and only fund measures that are
passive or automatic i.e. not needing to be put up every time it rains/floods,
such as waterproof doors instead of barriers.

In the meantime, | am seeking advice on how affected residents whose land
borders the Brook can jointly access help and advice on how best to repair
and maintain their individual sections of this water course, under Riparian
Responsibility and how such responsibilities are enforced.

Litter Pickers

There are a number of litter pickers available at Thorpe Abbotts Village
Hall, courtesy of South Norfolk Council. If you would like to help keep our
community clean whilst out on a walk please get in touch with Paul Slater
(tel. 668585) who will gladly provide you with one!
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Parish Council

Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts Parish Council

In respect to the coronavirus we are all experiencing restrictions, regulations
and frequently changing situations. We must all do our best to follow the
guidelines, make a difference by protecting ourselves and in doing so,
protecting others.

Our next Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 25th February at 7.00pm
via a Zoom link. If you wish to join the meeting please contact Teresa Hines,
Parish Clerk.

We are also keen for representation on the Parish Council from Thorpe
Abbotts, so if you would like to join us, please contact our Parish Clerk
or myself for further information or an informal chat.

Christine Mackenzie

Chairman Brockdish Parish Council
Chris.mackenzie2@btinternet.com
01379 668818

Household blinds THE OLDE COACH COTTAGE, PUMP COTTAGE,

. THE OLDE LAUNDRY AND THE HAYLOFT.
Interior shutters
SELF CATERING HOLIDAY

Conservatory blinds ACCOMMODATION
ON THE NORFOLK/SUFFOLK BORDER

Call Alastair or Amanda
for more information = -
Rectory Cottage, EONEETYETY
Church Rd,
Brockdish.

01379 669209

www.villagegreenblinds.co.uk

Village Green

i ok

17™" CENTURY COTTAGES WITH 2 ACRE
GARDENS

LEADING TO THE BANKS OF THE RIVER
WAVENEY.

JACKIE AND JOHN SPOONER
THE OLDE COACH HOUSE, THE STREET,
BROCKDISH, DISS, NORFOLK. IP21 4JY
TEL 01 379 66 8146
EMAIL JACKIESPOONER@BTINTERNET.COM
WEBSITE WWW.OLDECOACHHOUSE.COM
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The Mardler Gardener

Bare root perennials

Buying these plants is a cost effective way to
add colour to your garden. They also have less
packaging and are cheaper too.

Handy Hints

Do:

e Keep the bare root plants cool and plant as soon as possible.

e If planting straight away is not possible place them in a tray of damp
compost.

e Dabhlias and Delphiniums can be kept like this for up to 2 — 3 months,
as long as they are watered once a month.

e When planting leave space, as even though they can look small
they will quickly spread out into full sized plants.

e Evenifrain is forecast water plants in well.

Don’t:

e Don'’t plant bare root perennials if the ground is frozen or water —
logged.

° Don’t buy the plants from garden centres before November or
after March, as it is possible they will be in poor condition.

e Avoid buying plants that are dry, brittle spongy or mushy.
Don’t neglect aftercare, keep plants watered in the first year even
if they are drought tolerant.

e Watch out for slugs, snails or other pests especially around
Hostas.

e Buying bare — root plants has the advantage of having the soil
re-moved lessening the transfer of soil — borne pests.
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& rih graphics

No fuss graphic design.

We'll have a chat,
find out what you need.

The world’s your winkle.

Graphic/artwork for general print and signage.
Website design and maintenance.
Exhibition and wayfinder signage.
Logo design. Vehicle graphics. PVC Banners.

www.rhgraphics.com :

info@dhgraphics.com +44 7510 639573
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swimming school

SWIMMING LESSONS

Babies from 6 weeks old, pre-school children,
school-age children and adults swim with us in
lovely private pools across Norfolk and Suffolk

Come and jomn in!

We teach small group swimming lessons

Only 4 children in a dass for beginners
& advanced beginners!

Private Tuition for Children and Adults

* Water Aerobics * Holiday Activities * Squad *
* Teacher Training * ...and more!

Water Lilies
Swimming School
t: 01379 740489
e: treacle@waterliliesswim.co.uk
www.waterliliesswim.co.uk

SwifBlinds

MADE'IUMEASUREBLINDS

| |é F‘F = '
i
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ALIN; {

v Rollers ¢ Verticals v Vcnctlan
v Pleated v Roman

Made in our workshop near Diss

01379 640568

info@swiftblindsdiss.co.uk
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' Susan Whymark
Funeral Service

Independent Funeral Service

scrvi Harkeston, D
ard the surroundungg arcas
Sue ZAN

Ley House, 11a London Road,
Harleston, Norfolk, 1P20 98H
Tel: 01379851253

Chestnut House, 12 Progress Way,
Eye, Suffolk, 1P23 THU
Tel: 01379871168

see our reviews at
Wi susanwhymark o, uk
email: susan@usanwhymank. (o vk




The Crafty Bombers

@ Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall

The Crafty Bombers is a craft club for busy kids who like to
do busy things!

Unfortunately, due to current Government restrictions we are
unable to hold our usual Saturday morning sessions. In the
meanwhile, why not have a go at this easy craft to brighten
up your homes?

Colour diffusing

Colour diffusing is a form of chromatography that is very
easy to do. You will need:

» (offee fifter papers

« felttip pens

» A Pencil and scissors

« Water

1. Draw a shape on your filter paper with pencil. ¥ you are
stuck for good ideas why not draw around leaves?

. Carefully cut out your shape.

Diraw patterns on your shape using feltuﬁ pens.

Briefly dip your shape in water (or Epray wi‘l;h &_;. ﬂpﬁi}f

bottle). Look what happens to the colours!

5. Leave to dry. When dry, you <can always add
embellishments and details. Why not make lots and

create a garland? -~
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The Mardler Recipe

Microwave Steamed Syrup Puddin

Serves 4-5. Cooking time 4 72 mins. For a 1 %2 pint basin.

Microwave timings:

500 watt: 5 min, turn twice. ii'

650 watt: 4 min, turn twice.

Ingredients:

4 oz -100g Self raising flour

20z — 50g suet

1oz — 25g Caster sugar

10z — 25g Dark soft brown sugar
1 egg

3 fluid oz — 90mlI milk

1 teaspoon vanilla essence.

3 tablespoons ( 45ml) Syrup

Method:

1.  Grease the basin and put the syrup in the base.

2. Sift the flour into a bowl and add the suet, sugars and baking
powder. Mix with a fork.

3. Add milk, egg and vanilla essence and mix again. Stir all
ingredients together well.

4.  Spoon the mixture into the basin, cover loosely with cling film and
cook for the required time.

5.  Remove cling film and turn out onto a plate.

Coffee Break Answers: 1. Alongcase clock 2. As a sideboard. 3. Birmingham 4.
Jacobean 5. Josiah Wedgwood. 6. A tester 7. A form of twist-turning dating back to
the 17th Century 8. They were introduced to trim large feathers, usually from a
goose, to make a quill-pen. 9. Pottery which has been fired without ceramic glaze. 10.
Inlays of different coloured woods or materials arranged to make a pattern.
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Mark Anthony

Plumbing and Heating Limited

Sunrise, Church Road, Earsham, Norfolk, NR352TL

info@m ark anthany plumbingandheating.co. uk

\aillant @ Checkatrade.com

ADVANCE INSTALLER Where reputatnon matters
Recommended Installer

Approved Instalier

G .

Approved Instalier

LevToN % ‘ Hair & Beauty \ B

« Wash, Cut & Blowdry « Full range of Beauty treatments including:

* Wet Set / Wash & Blowdry facial, eyebrows, massage,
eyelash extension,
luxurious manicure & pedicure,

- Perm / Smothing / Brazilian Blowdry gel / varnish overlay

Bio Sculpture gels & technique
* Root retouch / Full Head Colour. waxing, hopi ear candling

» Higlights / Lowlights / Foils / Balayage

= Deep conditioning using professional
salon exclusive products . Behold a regular anaesthetics clinic

Gift Vouchers Available Gift Vouchers Available

% Reflections Hair & Beauty, 14B The Old Market Place, Harleston IP20 9BE y

4\ 01379 852233 (® /reflectionsharleston

crueltyfree




Church News

All Saints Church Thorpe Abbotts

It does of course go without saying that we all wish you a Happy New
Year.

One of the impacts of Tier 4 status has been the decision to cancel
Services for the time being. Whilst the current legislation allows services
to take place it does rather go against the rest of the regulations when it
concerns meeting up. We were also mindful of the need to heed the
“Stay at Home” message. Be assured that we will be back once the dust
has settled a little.

Whilst we were not permitted to have a Carol Service, we did manage a
Festive Service of Evensong. So, although we had to jump through a few
hoops, which included reducing capacity by some very considerable
way, we had a lovely service and were almost full to capacity.

Some time ago, when the team
arrived in the Church to clean,
they found two large flints and
other debris on the floor at the
back of the Church. Clearly they
had come off the western end of
the Nave. Close inspection with
binoculars failed to spot their
origin.  Whilst we  always
welcome visitors and worshipers,
we felt that we should not add
the prospect of personal injury by
the appearance of any further
debris. We needed to find out
what was going on. On
investigation, it was discovered
that the falling items had come
from the top of the Nave wall.
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Church News

All Saints Church Thorpe Abbotts

The Nave roof was replaced in 1880 (I have the cost somewhere) but the
tops of the wall were left as loose rubble rather than being cleaned off
and secured with mortar.

Happily, we found someone locally who could not only get up there and
investigate but, most importantly could affect the necessary repairs. | can
now assure all visitors that there is no risk of injury from flying flints etc
when visiting All Saints.

The Churchyard very sensibly is in sleep mode. We were delighted to
spot the early daffodils at the front which always precede our snowdrops
and aconites.

Our very best wishes to you all. Our thoughts are very much with those
of you who have suffered as a result of the weather before Christmas.

Simon Beet

SUE @ A
READ oot health for all
SHOES Experience expert,

personal care with a Foot
Health Professional in the

GABOR | GEOX | JOSEF SEIBEL comfort of your own home
REIKER | LOAKES | BUGATTI k ‘ j

Introducing our new department Qualified Foot Health Professional

(MCFHP, MAFHP) offering home

WHITING’S visits in the Waveney Valley area
MENSWEAR Dr. Gaye White 07941 212035

A contemporary yet classic range of gaYeWhite39@9mai|-C0m
high quality menswear www.foot-health-for-all.co.uk

16 The Thoroughfare, Harleston Tel: 01379 854332

Ladies, Gents & Children’s Shoe specialist
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Church News

Brockdish Church

Regrettably, due to new Covid restrictions, Brockdish Church will be closed for
services until further notice. Online services are available on the following
website: https;//nigeltufnellwordpress.com/category/worship.

The foodbank is struggling at the moment and would appreciate donations but
not including, pasta, soup, cereals and beans. Donations can be left at the
Rectory, Swan Lane, Harleston or 15 The Street, Brockdish.

With thanks.

Jan Croxson - Churchwarden

Church Contacts

Minister in Charge Revd Nigel Tuffnell
www.7churches.org.uk rector@7churches.org.uk
Benefice Administrator Mon to Fri 9.15am to 1pm
admin@7churches.org.uk 01379 851148

Facebook.com/7churches.org.uk

Brockdish Church Wardens Ann Cork - 01379 668635
Jan Croxson - 01379 668630

Thorpe Abbotts Contact Christine McDonald - 01379 669116

Installed for you throughout East Anglia
Use fully explained & demonstrated by our trained
staff

- Showerproof alarm button with a Neck Cord or

Wrist Strap
24 hour monitoring, 365 days a year
by our dedicated Call Centre in East Anglia

Call: 0800 917 4680 Contact Care
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DESIGN & INSTALLATION
= O

Call 01379 788 882

greenbrickprojects.co.uk

PAYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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