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Editorial

With the worldwide pandemic still very much part of our lives,
as we move into the autumn months our communities will be
more important than ever. The darker evenings and return of
the bad weather mean that people will become more isolated
in their homes. Let’s take care of each other and drop in on
our neighbours for a chat. We will get though this together! As
always, any content for the magazine is most welcome.
Please contact any member of the editorial team if you would
like something included.

Rob Buck, Editor
REMEMBER
Closing date for entries in the
December 2020 / January 2021 issue
Is 6" November 2020

Articles received after this date may
not be included in the next issue.

¢
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O&C Butcher

[ ALDEBURGH * SUFFOLK

M 129-131 High Street, Aldeburgh, Suffolk

Pt www.ochutcher.co.uk
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Village Information

Harleston Library

] ] '~ County Council
Harleston Library is back open! ¥

We have the following temporary opening hours:
Monday 1-6pm

Wednesday 10am-2pm

Friday 10am-2pm

Saturday 10am-2pm

We have made changes in the branch to ensure everyone’s
safety, and you can browse and borrow books from the adult
and children’s areas, use our public PCs, pick up Select and
Collect books and pick up Grab and Go bags for children.

For further information, and to access our Telephone
Support Service, call (01603) 774777 .

Ryan Watts, Library Manager — Diss, Harleston & Long Stratton
Norfolk County Council Library & Information Service

The Mardler—Large Print Edition

The editorial team are happy to provide a large print
version of the magazine to readers who would like a copy.
Please contact a member of the team to reserve your large-
print copy of the next edition.

Companion/Helper Wanted

Could you spare a couple of hours a week to visit an elderly lady in
Thorpe Abbotts to prepare lunch, have a game of scrabble or tea
and a chat?

If so, please phone Juliet on 07443 535148 or 01379 669002.

£10 per hour.




Village Information

Knitting Appeal Update

The Midwives at Norfolk & Norwich hospital would like to thank
everyone for their kind donations of hats, gowns and triangles.

They now have a new baby safety initiative using different traffic
light colours.  Therefore they have requested that future hats
are knitted in either purely red, orange or green with a red,
orange or green band, all in a size medium.

All hats that have been already knitted (in other colours) are
most welcome and will be used, so they will definitely not be
wasted!

Please get in touch if you would like to start knitting and need a
pattern, or if you would like to donate wool.

Many thanks to you all.
Cheryl Mounser
tel. 741435

/

A weekend on the Suffolk coast?

Stylish holiday accommodation for 2 people.
Secluded garden setting.

5 minutes from Pakefield beach. Small dogs welcome.

Phone 07752 227248 for more details




Village Information

Waveney Heritage at the Old School, Brockdish

The big news is that we had a talk scheduled for 20th September!
The bad news is that we could only accommodate eighteen mem-
bers because of social distancing. When | messaged our members
with the news, | filled the available places within a few hours, so
there is definitely a demand out there!

Elaine Murphy, our patron, agreed to talk about the drovers who
walked themselves and large numbers of cattle, geese and so-on
very long distances, even as far afield as Scotland, to the London
markets.

Many of the roads in this area were part of the routes and so there
evolved associated enterprises, such as inns and rest places, includ-
ing fields presumably. The presence of a tannery in Brockdish may
also have had a connection, given that some of the animals may not
have survived the journey. I'm writing this at the  beginning of Sep-
tember, so | can't tell you any more about it, but we're certainly look-
ing forward to it!

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WITHIN 2 MILES OF BROCKDISH
' _ t " R — -
‘ .

Beautifully refurbished air-conditioned vintage American Motor Home
now permanently sited in own secluded grounds with patio. Converted
from 10 berth to 2 berth, spacious accommodation, large double bed
(linen provided) sofa bed suitable for 2 children. Shower and WC,
(towels provided) fully equipped kitchen with hob, oven, microwave.
crockery and fridge. TV, DVD player and Wi-Fi.

For more information/photos/prices contact; colin@snakefreight.com
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Village Information

Waveney Heritage at the Old School, Brockdish

We hope that, although we will not be able to resume our twice-
monthly talks in the near future, we will manage to fit in some events
over the next six months or so, including one more before Christmas.
Who knows what the New Year will bring, but we will be ready for an-
ything! In the meantime we continue to look after our building, await
news on our conversion to a charity, pursue the question of conver-
sion to museum status for some of our collection and take part in a
series of training seminars with representatives from the Archive
Centre in Norwich to assist us in transferring our considerable collec-
tion of donated paper records to on-line so that they can be accessed
by many more visitors.

Don't forget that we have a lot of space at the Old School and if you
are looking for somewhere to hold events, store materials or anything
else you may think of, you are welcome to chat to myself or Jill Ed-
wards. The studio in particular is a lovely light, open space, lending
itself to lots of possibilities! Just give Jill or me a ring or email and
we'll have a chat.

Mary Thompson Jill Edwards
marygthompson@aol.com Jjilledwards282@googlemail.com
01379 668279 01379 6690057

GG EVANS

Pest Control Services

07795 177695
01379 608932
info@ggevans.co.uk

BHOLIES, IRABBITS,
TWASPS &




' / The Thorpe Abbotts D
Halloween Spectacular

Saturday 31st October, 12pm onwards

For the past few years, the Thorpe Abbotts Hallowe’en Ball has
been one of the highlights of the year. However, this year, we are
going to have to do things a bit differently.

From 12pm onwards on Hallowe’en, there will be a pumpkin
treasure hunt around the village. Follow the clues to find a trick or
treat surprise inside each pumpkin.

Young and old welcome—fancy dress encouraged! There will be 2
sets of clues coming through your door— you choose whether to
g0 cryptic or concise.

As always, if you would like to leave a pumpkin and treats outside
your house, then our young people will be very grateful!

Please take photos of your group* enjoying the hunt—we will
publish these in the next edition of the Mardler.

Have fun everyone!

*No more than 6 people per group, please.




LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Reasonable Rates

CALL DAVID
Telephone: 01379 608 529
Mobile: 07768 757308

KM Gardencare

Hedge & Lawn Cutting

Fencing Erected& Stained
Trees Pruned & Felled
Seeding & Turfing
Patios & Driveways
Gardens Cleared
Stump Grinding
Mini Digger Work
All Garden care Undertaken
Phone: 01379 687983
Mobile: 07799 492603

TREE MENDER

Environmental Arboriculture

07905 750 070
treemenders@yahoo.com @ 01379 853 070
Tree surgery.

Tree consultancy.
Stump grinding.
Firewood.

°Darren French

03 High Road, Needh
leston, IP20 9LG

www.treemendersnorfolk.co.uk
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Village Information

& THE CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS (TCV) {*
HERITAGE

FUND BROCKDISH COMMON

South Norfolk’s beautiful historic landscape known as ‘The
Claylands’ offers a wealth of opportunities to enjoy nature.
However, among its gently sloping river valleys, farmlands,
pockets of ancient woodlands and hedgerows, many once
common  species, such as summer-visiting turtle doves and
cuckoos, are under threat.

Despite this, there is much you can do; we have opportunities
to help wildlife on sites in Diss, Dickleburgh, Rushall, Gissing,
Brockdish, Earsham, Ditchingham, Broome, Bungay, Wortwell,
Billingford, North Cove and beyond.

You can help protect an exceptional but little-known area for
nature — the South Norfolk Claylands. Join us Mondays and
most Sundays between 10am — 2pm. In  Brockdish we meet
monthly on a Sunday. Anyone over 18 can join the group and
you will find that an experienced, friendly leader provides all
the training and equipment you need. There is a range of
different activities, so you can start gently and build up to more
challenging tasks if you wish — whatever your capabilities. You
do NOT have to be physically fit to join in! We can find
something for everyone to get involved.

Full Steam Ahead
BORED WITH IRONING AND HOUSEHOLD CHORES?

LET ME HELP
DOMESTIC CLEANING n
IRONING SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY |
CALL WENDY
01379 650380 Vi

07880726783 \ & 7
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Village Information

THE CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS (TCV)
BROCKDISH COMMON

As well as our regular working party we plan to offer wildlife
surveys, nature walks and workshops. If you have some great
ideas, a skill or expertise you would like to share, please get in
touch. Organising this takes a lot of time, so if you would like to
offer more office-based skills and carry out administration/
promotional activities for the group, we would love to hear from
you as well.

Funding to establish this group is from the Heritage Lottery
Fund, with contributions from our excellent partners Norfolk
Wildlife Trust, Brockdish Parish Council and Dickleburgh and
Rushall Parish Council. To find out more please contact Katie
Utting (katieutting@TCV.org.uk) or call 07966510605.

Our photo shows a group on Brockdish Common and if you go
that way you will see a continuing improvement in this lovely
open space extending down to the River Waveney.
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Parish Council

BROCKDISH (inc. THORPE ABBOTTS) PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN - CHRISTINE MACKENZIE TEL: 01379 668818
CLERK - TERESA HINES TEL: 01379 308617

Email: brockdishthorpeabbottspc@gmail.com

VACANCIES

If you are interested in becoming a Parish Councillor, then please
contact Christine MacKenzie (Chairman) on 01379 668818 for fur-
ther information or email brockdishthorpeabbottspc@gmail.com
(currently two vacancies).

PLANNING (www.s-norfolk.gov.uk)
Applications:
2020/1618 Hilltop Farm, Hall Road, Brockdish (agricultural building)

Proposal: Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of
4 barn style dwellings.

2020/1349 Mill Pightle, School Lane, Thorpe Abbotts

Proposal: Extension of bungalow to form 2 storey dwelling.
Conversion and extension of garage to form annexe.

Decision: (approved by SNC and PC)
2020/1139 Pantiles, Grove Road, Brockdish

Proposal: Replace windows & external doors. Change colour of
windows and exterior of property.

DATES OF NEXT SCHEDULED MEETINGS (members of the pub-
lic are most welcome to attend). Agenda posted on both village no-
tice boards prior to the meeting.

. Tuesday 27th October 7pm Brockdish tbc
. Thursday 26th November 7pm Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall tbc
. No meeting is held in December
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Just when you thought this might all be over..........

The Thorpe Abbotts Socially Distanced Quiz:
Nightmare on The Street

| wonder if I'll be
immortalised in
Louis Tussauds?

Saturday 31st October, 8pm

Live on Facebook across the nation
Featuring all the old favourites:
¢ The Pandemic Play-off

e The Wheel of Doom

Simply ‘like’ ‘Thorpe Abbotts Village’ page on Facebook and tune in
on the night. We can stay open later than 10pm! (but we won’t)

Next quiz: Saturday 29th November at 8pm

Contact Paul & Jo Slater for further details (tel. 668585)
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Michael Bloomfield

” Electrical
& Services pEREE

Part P compliant

All Domestic &
Commercial work
Fuse boards
Fault finding
New wiring / re-wiring
Testing & Inspection

Phone 07590 507307

01 1964

Carole Mole Catcher
The expert vou can trust

Competitive Rates No Fuss
0150847 19 16
07918 18 78 37
carole@norfolk-mole-
catcher co.uk

Mr P.C. Gilbee

M.S.S.Ch, M.B.Ch.A.

Qualified Chiropodist
Registered Member of the
British Chiropody Association

To arrange an appointment for
a home visit please telephone:
01379 740339

3
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JRBaskerville

HoLisTic Mas

restoring your balance
Offering Swedish,
Aromatherapy, Sports, Hot Stone
and Indian
Head Massage treatments
All within the comfort of

vour own home
01379-669351
O7990-320706

rachaeli@jrbaskerville. coulk

www.jrbaskerville.co.uk
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Local History

Early 20" Century Memories of Brockdish
David Seddon

In the last issue of Village People (August-September 2020), Dennis
Cross presented some visual ‘memories of Brockdish’ in the early 20™
century from selected postcards. Most of these were from a period
that no-one in Brockdish can now recall. But from various sources' we
can supplement the postcards and provide an overview of village life
at that period.

The population held remarkably steady during the first three decades
of the 20™ century, between 90 and 100 households and between 350
and 390 total population. After this, there was a significant increase;
by 1960, the population of Brockdish was over 500. Most of the
population was involved in farming and related artisanal industries.
Horses and carts remained a major means of transport, but motor
vehicles were beginning to appear, as shown in the postcard of The
Village Stores in 1912, where Mr Lovack was shopkeeper.

Most men were still employed as farm labourers. The Eastern
Counties Agricultural Labourers & Small Holders Union was launched
at the Angel Hotel, North Walsham, on 20 July 1906, and one of the
first three branches was at Kenninghall, west of Diss. Membership
was stronger and more active in the north of Norfolk than in the south:
in 1910, major strikes and disputes broke out in three north Norfolk
villages. In south Norfolk, where farms were smaller, the social
distance between landowner and labourer was less than on the
northern estates. In Brockdish at least, the better-off local farmers
were also actively involved in looking after the poor and the unem-
ployed.

There were also new avenues for the expression of social and
economic concerns. The creation of Parish and District Councils in

" Other sources include the archives at the Waveney Heritage Centre in Brockdish (housed at
what used to be the Brockdish Public Elementary School, shown in one of the postcards
provided by Mr. Cross). Another source is the ‘Vision of Britain’ data held by the University of
Portsmouth (www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10195792).
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Local History

had led to half the seats in Norfolk being taken by tenant farmers and
labourers, a major change from the gentry-dominated authorities of
the mid-19™ century. In 1900, farm labourers used their vote
effectively against the Conservative candidates in nine of the 17 East
Anglian constituencies; and the Tories actually lost South West
Norfolk. There is no evidence of unrest on Brockdish farms during
this period, although we can imagine the yearning for better wages
and conditions by poor labouring families. One local source of
income, mainly for women, was the clothing and drabbett factory of
Syleham Mills just across the Waveney River. But drabbet sales
declined during the early 1900s and production of the material finally
ceased at the outbreak of the War in 1914. Also, the outlook for
farming changed dramatically with the outbreak of the Great War in
1914.

The tension between the need to expand production of food and yet
raise an army was keenly felt in the countryside. In 1914, the Norfolk
Chamber of Commerce agreed to keep open the places of men who
joined the forces as an encouragement to join up, and perhaps
because of this, Norfolk had a higher rate of volunteers in 1914 and
1915 than many other counties. From 1916, more were conscripted to
fight as losses mounted. At first only single men aged 18-41 were
taken; but soon married men were included. By 1918 all men from
18-51 were called up, if fit enough to go, unless exempted by
occupation. Farmers were exempt from call-up, but their dwindling
workforce now had to be supplemented by older men, teenage boys,
often illegally kept away from school, and women. Farmers were
initially sceptical that women were ‘up to it'. Farm labouring had not
been a job for women for at least a century and those married to
soldiers were often better off living on the meagre government
compensation pay than working for a pittance in the fields.

Do You Need Your Garden
TIDYING UP?

Call Tom Bell on 01379 669293 or
07905 208209
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Local History

Also, Norfolk women generally preferred to work in one of the local
munitions factories or in the manufacturing companies in Norwich.
Brockdish, perhaps fortunately for the farmers, was too far away
from the towns for commuting to factories, even by train. The great
competitor for women workers in Brockdish, however, given the
closure of the Syleham Mill at the outbreak of the war, was not
munitions factories or farm work, but the Air Station at Pulham St
Mary. At the end of the war it employed over 3,000 people, including
a large number of women, as messengers, cleaners, cooks,
gardeners and clerks.

In the meanwhile, the Corn Production Act of 1917 introduced
measures to encourage increased agricultural output, including
minimum wages (25 shillings a week) for farm workers. Introduced
by the Norfolk County Agricultural Wages Board in 1918, this
represented a substantial increase for farm workers in Brockdish; it
was also affordable for farmers as a result of the new guaranteed
prices government was funding.

Even though the effects of the war were felt in almost every aspect
of life in Brockdish, life went on. The school, for example, remained
open throughout the war and the logbooks of the  period suggest
that it had little direct impact on activities at the school. Coal was
rationed from 1916, but local people kept their home fires burning
and managed to enjoy themselves as well as to worry about loved
ones far away and how they would manage in their absence.

There were several public houses and alehouses, including the
Greyhound at the entrance to The Street from the west and the
King’'s Head further down the Street, all of which were well
patronised. Chapel and church, at opposite ends of the village,
enabled those of different religious persuasions to maintain their
spiritual life. At the centre of the village, in The Street, was the Post
Office, where Mrs Mary Robinson was postmistress.
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Local History

At the end of the war, however, one in five Norfolk combatants was
dead; a quarter of the survivors had serious disabilities. The
Brockdish war memorial records the names of 19 young men who
fought and died in the Great War. Several of them were related to
each other. These were the ones killed in action, but estimates of
casualties for the Great War suggest that perhaps three times that
number were severely injured and incapacitated, while many more
suffered from what today would be called post-traumatic stress
disorder but then was usually referred to as shell shock.

For many village girls, the chances of marriage and children were
much diminished during the war because of the number of young men
away from home. The deaths of so many young men from the conflict
and from the 1918 influenza epidemic, also had an impact. The
census of 1921 has a 20% excess of women over men in the 25-29
age group. Ten years later, half of these women were still single, and
35% never married. In Brockdish, in 1921, there were 200 females
but only 161 males. The village was never quite the same.

Household blinds
Interior shutters
Conservatory blinds

THE OLDE COACH COTTAGE, PUMP COTTAGE,
THE OLDE LAUNDRY AND THE HAYLOFT.

SELF CATERING HOLIDAY

ACCOMMODATION
ON THE NORFOLK/SUFFOLK BORDER

Call Alastair or Amanda
for more information:
Rectory Cottage,
Church Rd,

Brockdish.

01379 669209

www.villagegreenblinds.co.uk

47

S
| S

Village Green

)

17™ CENTURY COTTAGES WITH 2 ACRE
GARDENS

LEADING TO THE BANKS OF THE RIVER
WAVENEY.

JACKIE AND JOHN SPOONER
THE OLDE COACH HOUSE, THE STREET,
BROCKDISH, DISS, NORFOLK. IP21 4JY
TEL 01 379 66 8146
EMAIL JACKIESPOONER@BTINTERNET.COM
WEBSITE WWW.OLDECOACHHOUSE.COM
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Coffee Break

Jokes

Q. What did the carpet say to the desk?
Ans. | can see your drawers.'

*kkkk

Q. What is always flying and never goes anywhere?
Ans. A flag.

*kkkk

Q. What relationship is a doormat to a doorstep?
Ans. A step-farther.

The Weather!

1. 'If on St Swithin's it do rain, for forty days shall it remain' is an old
saying -on which day is St Swithin's Day?

2. Which dark grey clouds are commonly called rain clouds?
3. In a rainbow, what colour comes between orange and green?

4. What plant is also known as 'poor man's weather glass', because
its flowers close in cloudy or rainy weather?

5. What term describes the degree of moisture in the air?

6. What is the name of the hot dry wind which blows from the Sahara,
across the Mediterranean and into Europe?

7. What is the name for the circulation of water from the atmosphere,
through the land and rivers, into the oceans and back into the atmos-
phere?

Answers on page 28
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6M LENGTH SOCKETED
POLYTRADE
DRAINAGE PIPE
MONDAY - FRIDAY 7.30AM - 5PM £15 + VAT

SATURDAY 7.30AM - 1PM

CALOR | caLOR | CALOR

15kg Butane 13kg patio Ga$

13kg propane |
\ !

~ -

© CALORGAS

GLASS & SEALED UNITS - GUTTER & DRAINAGE - WINDOWS & DOORS
SCREWS & FIXINGS - VENTS & DUCTING - FASCIA & SOFFITS - DOUBLE GLAZING
FIRE LOGS & GAS - ROOF SHEETS - WASTE PIPE - MDPE PIPE - SILICONE
Rushall Rd, Starston, Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 9NE - 01379 854445 - info@polytradesupplies.co.uk

NMichael I _.ast

I . andscapes

HARD and SOFT LANDSCAPING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
INT ERIOR/EX TERIOR PAINTING

07342 880254
01379 669006

last.mmichael@btinternet.com

D.A.R SERVICES LTD
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

01379 898062

RICKINGHALL
REPAIRS AND INSTALLS OF ALL MAKES AND
MODELS OF DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
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vy o WEHRVEMOVED
UG Finp us AT PoLYTRADE

Websites Designed, Built and Optimized for Google, Bing & Yahoo

ALL THE SAME SERVICES - FREE PARKING - 01379 851111

We Specialise in: NEW ADDRESS
Computer, PC, Laptop & Tablet Sales

Computer, PC & Laptop Repairs Polytrade Office, Rushall Road

Web Desidn Starston
Social Media Branding & Management
Harleston

SEO (Search Engine Optimization)
Computer, Lapiop & Tablet Accessories IP20 9NE

I.APT“P scn“N nipmns Call outs to your home available

DOES YOUR PC OR LAPTOP NEED REPAIRING?
Visit: www.ulric.net CALLNOW Email: sales@ulric.net

10EA . RASTA
ALES T > \
HORFOLK

& SUFFOLK KINGS HEAD !

. - BROCKDISH IPz21 4]Y "

: kll_u;i-he:adl-rc-.:_l'.-g]l:;h.c-)_.uk =
,@iﬂggg 01379 668843

¥y f v B

~

Al

WHISKEY ey [y :
ARMAGHAC P PIALN
CALVADOS i
LIQUEURS 2 ) WE SERVE
COGNAC \ FRESHLY PREPARED
VODKA '- B L MADE TO ORDER FOOD

; i ALL DAY

RLM ———
COCKTAILS FROM 10AM

topm, FRI & SAT until sapm, SUN omtil gpm, CLOSED MONDAYS
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Local History

The History of Brockdish Hall
© by Elaine Murphy

Brockdish Hall is one of several locations associated with the ballad
known as 'The Mistletoe Bough'. The story goes that a bride, playing
a game of hide-and-seek  during her wedding breakfast, hid in a
chest in an attic, the lid banged shut and she was unable to escape.
She was never found and either suffocated or died of thirst. The body
was found many years later in the locked chest as a skeleton in a
wedding dress. Before we getwanted a traditional style and not a
‘modern’ look. Like all old houses it has been changed over the years
to meet the demands of new owners and it is thought that while origi-
nally the house was built in a traditional E shape, the current west

In winter, when the hedges and trees are
bare, you can just make out the 17"
century three story porch on this
wonderful house from the footpath that
runs along the edge of the field to the
west of the lane leading to the Hall, which
can be seen on the ordnance survey
maps.

The Grade I listed building we see today
is an early 17" century timber frame
house with brick chimneys with a porch
dated 1634 but whose architecture is in a
style from a century earlier. Clearly
Robert Laurence who built the house
wanted a traditional style and not a
Brockdish Hall Porch, 1634. ‘modern’ look. Like all old houses it has
been changed over the years to meet the
demands of new owners and it is thought

that while originally the house was built in a traditional E shape, the
current west wing with the porch was probably the centre of the E.
The building is now L shaped and in the early 19" century the south
‘front’ was made more fashionable with a pale buff-coloured brick fa-
¢ade and new ‘Georgian’ porch.
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Local History

The 17" century house was built alongside a much earlier manorial
hall site. Part of the moat belonging to the old hall still exists. The old
manor was probably demolished.

e

Brockdish Hall west front.

In medieval times, after the Norman conquest, Brockdish Hall sat at
the heart of a large estate that comprised one of the three medieval
manors of Brockdish Hall, Brockdish Earl and Thorpe Abbotts. Until
the early 12" century, all were under the direct control of the Abbey of
Bury St Edmunds, a wealthy foundation owning dozens of manors.

The Abbot eventually delegated the Hall manor to the de Brockdish
family. Stephen de Brockdish and his descendants became estate
bailiffs to the Bigods, the earls of Norfolk, the well-known powerful
regional overlords. The Tendring family of Stoke by Nayland in
Suffolk, were here next, who were important in the development of
Brockdish village church. Sir John Tendring settled Hall Manor on one
of his younger sons, Ralph. Ralph’s son, also Sir John, (c 1380 -1436)
probably paid for the new south aisle in St Peter and Paul’s Church.
John was also responsible for the creation of a splendid Purbeck
marble perpendicular altar tomb for his father Sir Ralph Tendring,
(1360 - c1400), which can still be seen, though rather battered, at the
eastern end of the aisle. Ralph’s wife Alice is also buried there.
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Local History

In the 15™ century the Hall manor passed to a branch of the Howard
family, the later Dukes of Norfolk who owned extensive acres in
dozens of manors across Norfolk and Suffolk. Then the Howards sold
the Hall manor in 1565 to William Le Grice, who owned Brockdish
Earl manor based broadly on what we now call Thorpe Abbotts Place,
so joining the two Brockdish manors together. The Le Grice family
made the Hall their main home and owned most of Brockdish land for
70 years or so. But in 1623 the le Grice family sold Brockdish Hall to
Robert Laurence, who rebuilt the hall in the shape it broadly remains

For many years the Laurence family
owned the advowson of
Brockdish church, that is the
lucrative gift of the living for the
Rector. Not altogether surprisingly
they liked to allocate the living to
close relatives when they could,
nepotism was normal in those days.
Robert Laurence’s young grandson,
also Robert, became Rector in No-
vember 1738 at the age of 24
but within a few short months John Birkbeck, owner of
became ill and died. His grieving ,
sister Maria placed a touching Brockdish Hall estate
memorial in the church below the 1817-1890
tower, which is still there.

After the Laurences the manor was sold down through the 18"
century to the Gibbs family (who also gave us rectors) and eventually
in the early 19" century was sold to John Birkbeck, (1817-1890) a
wealthy banker who lived in Settle in Yorkshire and acted as
absentee landlord to a succession of farming tenants on the hall and
manor lands. Birkbeck was an interesting character, a generous
philanthropist in Yorkshire and his son and grandson both became
famous early mountaineers. John was one of the founders of the
Alpine Club that supported tackling Mont Blanc and other peaks and
also an early potholer. He did not come to Brockdish very often, if at
all. Perhaps Brockdish was not hilly enough for this family. One of his
sons founded Birkbeck College in London. Brockdish has cause to be
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Local History

grateful to John Birkbeck because he donated ownership of the
Brockdish Common Rights to the parish although sadly we
parishioners all forgot about the gift until fairly recently. The estate
had various farming tenants throughout the 19" century. One of them,
splendidly named Hatcher Nunn Prettyman, was a victim of ‘rick-
burning’. Rural incendiarism was inflicted on wealthy farmers, part of
a secret ‘guerilla’ war waged in the countryside during the first half of
the 19™ century by the rural poor, producing a climate of unrest,
discontent and class mistrust if not hatred. They never found the
culprit at Brockdish.

Ancient houses often become dilapidated when neglected by an
absentee landlord and a series of tenants. ‘White’s Directory’ of 1836
declared that the Hall “has sunk into the obscurity of a farmhouse
many years ago.” The main occupants in the mid 19" century were
the rector Rev George France’s curates. In 1881 Rev Nathaniel
Bolingbroke, his wife Kate, their five young children and two servants
lived there.

Eventually the Hall was sold again in the late 19™ century, to Gervas
Holmes who co-owned the Syleham drabbet factory at the mill on the
river with his brother Adolphus. Then much later, in the mid 20th
century Lloyd Aves owned it, followed in the 1980s and early 90s Sir
Malcolm Bradbury (1932-2000), the novelist and his scriptwriter wife
Elizabeth. The photo shows Malcolm at the front door.

Since 1998, Dr Michael Heath, a
medical pathologist and his family
have lived there but they are
moving on and Brockdish Hall is
once more on the market as | write.
It is a wonderful old house full of
hidden corners and surprising
rooms, a typical mish-mash of
styles that somehow adds up to a
charming whole.

Sir Malcolm Bradbury (1932-2000),
at the front porch.
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The Crafty Bombers
@ Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall

The Crafty Bombers is a craft club for busy kids who like to
do busy things!

Each month there is a themed session with a variety of
activities. Refreshments included. Toys and games are also
provided to keep younger children occupied.

All sessions are 10.30am — 12pm.

Saturday 3 15t October (Note change of date)
Hallowe’en fun including

Preparing poppies for poppy day Ve

Saturday 14* November

‘Pump’kin carving to decorate the pump
Spooktacular makes § 5(\( :

Helping nature in the wintertime

Saturday 12% December
Festive fun

Bird boxes
Hedgehog houses We will follow.similar guidelines to
Bug hotels schools to ensure our crafts are Covid-

19 safe. Weather permitting, sessions
will be held outdoors. Please do not
attend if you or your child shows
symptoms of Coronavirus.

If you would prefer a craft bag to do at home, please let me know.
Trickier crafts available for older crafty bomI}ers who like a challenge!

To cover the costs of{naterials, we ask for a doﬁét‘fon of £1 per
child. Any crafty donations also gratefully received!

For any enquiries please contact Jo Slater
tel. 668585 / jogslater@hotmail.com

26



Village Information

Plots and half plots available now at Brockdish and
Thorpe Abbotts Allotments

Plots and half plots available now at Brockdish and Thorpe
Abbotts Allotments.

Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts Allotments Association
(BATAAA) is run by a small committee of volunteers for mem-
bers of the local community. The allotments are situated at the
end of Church Road in Brockdish, just before the bypass. We
have full (250m?) and half (125m?) plots available, and there is
water on site.

To find out more about the allotments or to check plot availa-
bility please e-mail Rebecca Abrahall, BATAAA Secretary, at
bataaa@hotmail.co.uk, contact David Young, Treasurer, on
01379 668556 or find us on Facebook.

SUE @ A
oot health for all

Experience expert,
personal care with a Foot
Health Professional in the

GABOR | GEOX | JOSEF SEIBEL comfort of your own home
REIKER | LOAKES | BUGATTI K j

Introducing our new department Qualified Foot Health Professional

(MCFHP, MAFHP) offering home

WHITING’S visits in the Waveney Valley area
MENSWEAR Dr. Gaye White 07941 212035

A contemparary yet classic range of gaYeWhltE39@g mail.com
high quality menswear www.foot-health-for-all.co.uk

16 The Thoroughfare, Harleston Tel: 01379 854332

SsU
READ
SHOES

Ladies, Gents & Children’s Shoe specialist
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The Mardler Gardener

October and November are ‘quieter’ times for gardeners, but there
are still jobs to be done that will make next spring easier.

October:

o Net ponds to prevent leaves falling in them.

. Clear up leaves from lawns and patio making sure any drains
are clear.

o Move tender plants into Greenhouses or conservatories.

. Trim hedges for the last time before winter to maintain a good
shape.

o Move evergreen shrubs while the soil is still warm.

. When the first frost blackens the foliage of dahlia plants, cut
back and mulch-up to protect the tubers or dig up and store in
a frost free place.

November:

Divide clumps of rhubarb once it is dormant.

Check bonfires before lighting up in case of dormant wildlife.
Plant tulip bulbs.

Once dormant, prune apple and pear trees.

Wrap up the ferns and hardy bananas.

If the lawn is still growing, cut on a slightly higher setting.
The first of the leeks should be ready for lifting.

DOROTHY SINFIELD UPHOLSTERY
Vine House, Church Hill, Hoxne, Eye, Suffolk IP22 5AT
THAT CHAIR OR SETTEE
ANY TYPE OF UPHOLSTERY
SOFT FURNISHINGS

Curtains, Blinds, Cushions etc
For personal attention, call: 01379 668545 or mobile 07702 265206

Coffee Break Answers
Answers to ‘The Weather’ from page 19:

1.15th July 2. Cirrus 3. Yellow 4. Scarlet Pimpernal 5. Humidity 6. Sirocco
7. The Hydrological Cycle
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Kids corner

Competition Time

Calling all budding young artists, writers and poets!

The Mardler would love to receive your creations on the theme of

% TN é

Chris a

You may want to write a story or poem or draw or paint a picture. The best entries

(as voted for by The Mardler committee) will be published in the December edition of
the magazine. We particularly want a festive front cover!!

Please email/send your entries to Jo Slater.
We look forward to seeing your artwork!

jogslater@hotmail.com / 07919 264126

In Loving Memory of Jack Brown
29/12/1924—4/9/2020

‘People like Jack helped to make the
world we live in a better place’.
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&) rih graphics

No fuss graphic design.
We'll have a chat,

find out what you need.

The world’'s your winkle.

Graphic/artwork for general print and signage.
Website design and maintenance.
Exhibition and wayfinder signage.
Logo design. Vehicle graphics. PVC Banners.

wowew. rlhgraphics.com “?"'

info@dhgraphics.com +44 7510 437593

O o ﬂ,‘
‘rwm‘er FFES‘

swimming school

SWIMMING LESSONS

Babées from & weeks old, pre-school children,
school-age children and adults swim with us in
lovely private pools acrnoss Morfolk and Suffiolk.

Come and join !

We teach small group swimming lessons
Only 4 children i a cass for beginners
& advanced beginners!

Private Tuition for Children and Adults
* Water Aerobics * Holiday Activities * Squad *
* Teacher Training * ._.and morel
Water Lilies
Swimming School
t: 01379 740489
e eacle@waterliliesswim.co.uk
www.waterliliesswim.co.uk

SwifBlinds

MADE TO MEASURE BLINDS
I e

LI
P _.a gl
v Rollers ¢ Verticals ¢ Venetian

v Pleated v/ Roman
Made in our workshop near Diss

01379 640568

info@swiftblindsdiss.co.uk
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Susan Whymark
Funeral Service
Independent Funeral Service
serving Harfeston, Bye

and the surrounding areas
Suce 2004

Ley House, 11a London Road,
Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 98H
Tel: 01379 851253

Chestnut House, 12 Progress Way,
Eye, Suffolk, 1P23 THU
Tel: 01379 871168




Mark Anthony
Plumbing and Heating Limited {\% A

OFTEC

Sunrise, Church Road, Earsham, Norfolk

infa@m ark anthany plum bingandheating.co. uk Tel: 01986 800250

EVaillant

ADVANCE INSTALLER

Checkatrade.com @

Where reputation matters J
p \.J

Recommended Installer

Approved Installer

GRANT m

Approved Installer

DWS
FENCING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
ALL TYPES OF FENCING TREES AND HEDGE CUTTING
LAWNS CUT, TURFED PATIOS & DRIVEWAY
STUMP GRINDING MINI DIGGER
CHIPPER WORK MEMBRANE AND STONE
PRESSURE WASHING ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN

ALL RUBBISH DISPOSED
HOUSE, GARAGE, SHED AND YARD CLEARANCE
FULLY INSURED
TEL: 01379 650380 MOB: 07899 893380
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The Mardler Recipe

Aromatic Beef with Orange and Apricots
Feeds 4; Time to cook: 1.5— 2 hours

Ingredients:
450 g lean topside or braising steak, cubed

1 tsp fennel seeds

1 tsp ground coriander

2 sprigs fresh thyme

1 clove of garlic, peeled and finely chopped
2 small onions, peeled and slices

2 carrots, peeled and roughly chopped
50 g semi-dried apricots

50 ml orange juice

2 celery sticks, roughly chopped

100 ml red wine

30 ml red wine vinegar

Seasoning to taste

1.  Combine all the ingredients in a large bowl and leave for

at least 2 hours, if possible overnight.
2. Drain the mixture, reserving the marinade for later.

3. Heat 2 tbsp of oil in a casserole and brown the meat and

vegetables.

4. Add 2 tbsp of plain flour, the reserved marinade, 1 tbsp
of tomato puree and 850 ml beef stock and bring to the

boil.
5.  Add 175 g button mushrooms, halved.

6. Transfer to a preheated oven, Gas mark 4 /180°C, for

1.5 — 2 hours, until the meat is tender.
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Church News

All Saints Church, Thorpe Abbotts

What a very strange summer which has impacted us in so many
ways. All Saints like all churches was required by law to close in
March, and only now are we beginning to see our small congregation
hold services albeit with certain restrictions such as face masks and
no singing. We would love to be able to open fully but current
legislation has put the brakes on this. One thing that | have learnt over
that past few months is patience; what will happen will happen in its
own good time and when it is safe to do so. However, we are now
open and holding the monthly services on the second Sunday of each
month, as usual — bring a flask and have an outside catch up and cup
of coffee after the service, weather permitting. Also, the monthly
Compline services, usually alternated with Billingford, have been held
at All Saints until the church at Billingford opens up again.

One thing that has done well this year has been the garden and for
us, the allotment with all manner of things has needed a bit of extra
TLC when water was not forthcoming from the heavens. This lack of
water has also impacted on the wildflower population in the Church-
yard, particularly in that very dry Spring. Mind you, the normal resi-
dents of whatever flowers they are, did make an appearance although
not in as great a number as normal. Shortly we will be getting in the
guys to cut and manage the wildflower areas with my good old trusty
cythe having done its bit too. Due to the restrictions on access to the
Churchyard, we have reduced the amount we normally cut. It has
been lovely to see the huge variety of bugs of all shapes and sizes
that now enjoy the longer grass.

“The time Ieading up to the
funeml was made bearable
knoumJ that you were at the end

thhe t(’h’phonc »

~ from a family we have cared for at Rosedale
We are a family business and promise fo provide exceptional care

and a truly personal 24 hour service, when you need it most.
ROS eda I € Victoria Road, Diss  Telephone: 01379 640810
FUNERAL HOME  ywww.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk
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Church News

The swifts as always were very active in Thorpe Abbotts where the
older properties provide both the height and nesting spots they need.
These often in the roof edges which allows the birds to crash land into
the gutter then clamber on under the roof. Often these spots are fa-
voured by the sparrows who of course nest prior to the Swift’s arrival
in May. This happened with one of my swift boxes and it was interest-
ing to watch the sparrow’s eviction by the swift with the ex-resident
sitting close by waiting to try and reoccupy. | didn’t see any house
martins nesting in the village this year. | am told that the weather in
the spring with the predominately northly wind prevented many from
completing their spring migration which will have reduced the num-
bers in the UK. My martin box got taken over the sparrows in any
case! | will shortly be taking down my swift boxes for cleaning so it will
be interesting to see how many have been used.

A big thank you for all those who have had the lights on celebrating or
remembering over the recent months it is so lovely to see the church
lit up. It costs just £5 a night. The money goes straight into our
Maintenance Fund, from which we draw frequently in the upkeep of
this Grade 1 listed 900-year-old Church. If you would like the lights on
please contact Sue Williams on 07855 414941. Please pay before the
night.

Simon Beet

- Installed for you throughout East Anglia

- Use fully explained & demonstrated by our trained
staff

- Showerproof alarm button with a Neck Cord or

Wrist Strap
- 24 hour monitoring, 365 days a year
by our dedicated Call Centrein East Anglia

Call: 0800 9174680 Contact Care
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Church Contacts

Minister in Charge Revd Nigel Tuffnell
www.7churches.org.uk rector@7churches.org.uk
Benefice Administrator Mon to Fri 9.15am to 1pm
admin@7churches.org.uk 01379 851148
Facebook.com/7churches.org.uk
Brockdish Ann Cork - 01379 668635
Church Wardens Jan Croxson - 01379 668630
Thorpe Abbotts Christine McDonald
Contact 01379 669116

Brockdish church

This year due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Rembrance service on No-
vember 8th 3.00pm will be held outside around the war memorial. It
will be a short service of prayer and Rembrance. Please join us if you
can.

Jan Croxson - Churchwarden

®
TOWN LIVING
4 London ;ood, Harleston Tel: 01379 853258 E D E N
CBATTING & SEVING NATURAL BEAUTY
syt Open Monday to
e Saturday
sundries. Offeri ng
ESPA facials, massage,
cumessomss | " roicxology
e e e manicure, pedicures, gel
venation and varHical B nails, ear candles, tinting
and much more ...
n-house ng 1L ons a D D
irs Service, and Cleani S
— — Tel 01379 643533
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/AN
GREEN BRICK

REREO I BB CusTe S

DESIGN & INSTALLATION

CaII 01379 788 882

greenbrickprojects.co.uk

PAYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Printed by Datatech DTP — 01379 652053

36



