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Editorial Team Useful Contacts 

 
Editor 
Robert Buck                               01379 668663 

robertbuck1974@talktalk.net 
Chairperson 
Jan Croxson  01379 668630 

jpcrocky@btinternet.com 
Advertising 
Judith Chambers  01379 668072 

judecham@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Janice Stacey  01379 668549 

janicestacey@btinternet.com 
 
Mary Alderton  01379 668537 

maryalderton@btinternet.com 
 
Linda Bell                                 01379 669293 

belltomlinda@gmail.com 
 
Cheryl Mounser  01379 741435 

billmounser@yahoo.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in The Mardler are not 
necessarily those of the Editorial team. The Editor 
reserves the right to amend or alter any copy 
received. 

____________________________________ 
 

BROCKDISH VILLAGE HALL 

Monday - Aerobics 6:45 - 7:45pm 
Tuesday        -    Line Dancing  7.15pm 
Wednesday - Ballroom & Latin Dance 

Classes 7pm – 11pm * 
Thursday - Tea Dance 2pm 
 - Carpet Bowls 7:30pm 
Friday - Hall available for hire 
Saturday - Quizzes, Ballroom Dancing* 
Sunday - Tea Dance* 
 
* See notice board for more information.                  
 
 

Surgeries Harleston 

Bullock Fair Close 01379 853217 
       Emergencies 01379 853503 
 
Police  
Harleston and Diss                 101 
 
NHS Direct                                             111 
 
Electricity Power Cuts                          105 
 
Gas Emergencies                   0800 111 999 
 
Anglian Water                        03457 145 145 
 
South Norfolk Council           01508 533633 
 
Borderhoppa                          01379 854800 
 
Brockdish Village Hall  
Bookings Jill Edwards 01379 669057 
 
Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall 
Bookings Kelvin Halifax  01379 668705 

 
Carpet Bowls Club 
Glyn Catchpole 01379 668698 

 
Line Dancing 
Tracey Hood 07854 943490 
 
Aerobics 
Clare Peed 01379 668715 

 
Sunday Tea Dance/Ballroom 
Latin Dance Classes 
Niall O’Brien 07526 883776 

 
South Norfolk District Councillor 
Jenny Wilby 01379 741504 

 
Parish Clerk 
Teresa Hines 01379  308617 

 
Libraries 
Harleston 01379 852549 
Diss 01379 642609 
 
  

 

ADVERTISING IN THE MARDLER 

If you are interested in advertising, the 
current rates are £25 for ¼ page and 
£50 for ½ page, which covers the 6 
issues from 1

st
 April annually.  The cost 

for less than 6 issues is £5 per issue for 
¼ page and £10 per issue for ½ page.  
For further information please contact 
Judith Chambers, see above. 

mailto:firsgrove@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:janicestacey@btinternet.com
mailto:billmounser@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 

Spring is now here as can be seen from the cover photograph of a 
rather confident hare lurking in a Brockdish lane and with the lighter 
evenings now upon us. 
 
We have been requested to remind residents there is a mobile 
library service provided by Norfolk County Council in both villages 
(see page 25) and the number of visitors frequenting this is 
diminishing. Remember like with most things use it or lose it! 
    
Robert Buck  
Editor  
 

 

_______________________________________________     
WHAT’S ON 

 

April 2019 
 
Tues 2

nd
  Annual Church Meeting     

                Brockdish (p36)  
Sat 6

th
     Heritage Festival Event (p7)  

Sun 7
th

    Heritage Festival Event (p7) 
Sun 7

th
  

   
Daffodil Walk (p 36)              

Wed 10
th

 Heritage Festival Talk (p8) 
Sat 13

th
   Messy Church (p33) 

Sun 14
th

  Brockdish Church  
                Fundraising (p34) 
Thur 18

th 
Dementia Café (p30) 

Sat 20
th

   Easter Eggstravaganza 
                Thorpe Abbotts (p6)     
Thur 25

th
 Mobile Library (p25)      

Thur 25
th

 Rushall Craft Fayre (p17) 
Fri 26

th
     Thorpe Abbotts Bar Night 

                (p6) 
Sun 28

th
  Heritage Festival Event (p8) 

Mon 29
th

 Heritage Festival Event (p8 

May 2019 
 
Wed 8

th 
  Heritage Festival Event (p8) 

Sun 12
th

  Heritage Festival Event (p8) 
Sat 18

th
   Villages Litter Pick  (p10)   

Sat 18
th

   Mendham Church Plant  
                Sale (p11) 
Thur 23

rd 
Mobile Library (p25) 

Sat 25
th

   Brockdish Quiz Night 
Sun 26

th
  Heritage Festival Talk (p8) 

Sun 26
th

  Topcroft Open Gardens  
                (p24) 
Mon 27

th
 Topcroft Open Gardens 

                (p24) 
Mon 27

th    
Parish Council Meeting 

                 (p10) 
Fri 31

st
     Thorpe Abbotts Bar Night 

                 (p6) 

 

 

 

REMEMBER 
Closing date for entries in the  

June/July 2019 issue is 
Friday 3rd May 2019 

Articles received after this date may 
not be included in the next issue. 
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                Sun                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KM Gardencare 

 

    Hedge & Lawn Cutting 
 Fencing Erected& Stained 
    Trees Pruned & Felled 
      Seeding & Turfing 
     Patios & Driveways 
       Gardens Cleared 
       Stump Grinding 
      Mini Digger Work 
All Garden care Undertaken 
 

      Phone: 01379 687983 
     Mobile:  07799 492603 
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Village Information   

 

THORPE ABBOTTS SOCIAL CLUB 
 

Where does the time go? Another successful Social Club event 
is behind us and our membership is standing at 57 so far this 
year. Members have much appreciated the time given by those 
people in the village who came along to repaint the Hall and 
toilets. It looks so much better. 
 

I am pleased to say that “two boys” from the village came along 
to man the bar for me at the beginning of March. This was very 
helpful as we had over 70 guests that evening. A big thank you 
to them.  
 

We will be holding an AGM meeting soon which will be 
advertised on the Village Hall notice board. All are welcome, 
especially those who may be interested to join our small 
committee to help preserve the continuation of the Social Club. 
It is not a big commitment, as we only meet up 3-4 times a year. 
 

The first Saturday in April we have Tony Bryant a very popular 
entertainer who covers a wide variety of music. In May we have 
a new group called ‘Merv & Maria’ who are very popular and in 
June Cowboy Dave returns. 
 

Linda Halifax    668705 
 
 

DWS FENCING & GARDEN MAINTAINANCE 
 

All types of fencing patios + paths pressure washed                  
All garden work undertaken Fencing stained 

Trees, hedges + lawns cut Large area cleared 
House, garage, shed and yard clearance 

Fully insured 
 

Tel:    01379 650380    Mobile:   07899 893380 
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Village Information   

 

THORPE ABBOTTS VILLAGE HALL 
 

Our exciting Easter Eggstravaganza – Saturday 20th April 
 

The Easter Bunny is going to hide his eggs in Robert’s wood. Meet in 
the Village Hall at 2pm for an exciting afternoon of egg hunting. 
 

Bar Nights 
 

26th April         31st May         28th June 
 

70s / 80s Night - Saturday 18th May 
 

A local artiste will be performing your favourite songs from this 
era. Entrance is by ticket only. Posters will be circulated soon 

with all the details. 
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News from Harleston Library  

 

Things are on the up at Harleston Library – there’s more going on 
each month. In February we held a coding event for children, using 
a small programmable robot. The children were tasked with 
moving the robot around a ‘city’ of their own creation without 
destroying any buildings – and although two or three buildings 
were deemed unsafe and demolished, everyone worked really well 
as a team, so I’d like to extend a big ‘well done’ to those children.  
 

Also on its way to the branch is Lego Club, an after-school activity 
on Wednesdays for 5-11 year olds, with a different theme each 
week to test children’s imaginations. At the time of publication, the 
exact timings are still to be confirmed, but please visit the branch 
or call us on (01379) 852549 to find out more and to book your 
child’s place.  
 

The other big message at the moment is Open Libraries – visit the 
branch during staffed hours to get your card set up for access 
during unstaffed periods, including extended hours from 8am to 
7pm on weeknights, 8am to 4pm on Saturdays and 10am to 4pm 
on Sundays. Get your books, print your documents and let your 
children play at a time convenient to you. 
See you in the branch! 
 

Ryan Watts, Library Manager 
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Parish Council 

BROCKDISH PARISH COUNCIL (Including Thorpe Abbotts) 

CHAIRMAN – Christine Mackenzie 
Clerk – Teresa Hines Tel: 01379 308617                                                                                

e-mail:brockdishthorpeabbottspc@gmail.com 

We would like to welcome Enrico Castagnetti to the Parish Council 
(co-opted January 2019). 
Parish Council Elections 
Parish Councillors are elected to serve on a Parish Council for a period 
of four years. Councillors will be elected on 2

nd
 May 2019. If you would 

like to stand as a Councillor you must complete a nomination pack 
(available from www.south-norfolk.gov.uk) and deliver to South Norfolk 
Council, between 9am on the 19

th
 March 2019 and 4pm on the 3

rd
 April 

2019, during working hours. 
 

THE BIG SOUTH NORFOLK LITTER PICK 
Join us for our litter pick - help keep your local community clean and tidy. 
Date: Saturday 18

th
 May 2019 at 10am 

Meeting point: The Village Green, Brockdish 
The Village Pump, Thorpe Abbotts 
If you are interested please contact Cllr. Christine MacKenzie Tel: 01379 
668818 or email chris.mackenzie2@btinternet.com 
 
PLANNING (www.south-norfolk.gov.uk /online-applications) 
Applications 
● 2019/0165 Annexe at Haggle House, Scole Road, Thorpe Abbotts. 
Erection of conservatory. 
● 2019/0434 Plantation House, Scole Road, Thorpe Abbotts. 
Retention of use of land for extended residential curtilage and shed 
and summer house 
Decisions (applications approved by SNC & PC) 
● 2018/2528 Land for car storage, Scole Road, Thorpe Abbotts. 
Retention of appointment only car sales. 
● 2018/2293 Foxburrow, Mill Road, Thorpe Abbotts. Extensions. 
Dates of next scheduled meetings: - (members of the public are 
welcome to attend). Agenda posted on both village notice boards prior to 
meeting. 
No Meeting is held in April. 
Tuesday 28th May 2019 7.00pm.  
Waveney Heritage Centre, Brockdish (also Annual Parish Meeting). 
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Plant Fair, Stalls, Café 
 

All Saints’ Church Mendham, IP20 0NH 
 in the Churchyard 

 
Saturday 18th May 10.30am - 2.30pm 

Come and purchase your perennials, summer plants, 
vegetable plants, herbs and other garden treats. 

 
Coffee, tea, homemade scones, sausage rolls and 

cakes, and from midday, light lunches. 
 

11.00am-1.00pm gardeners’ question time with 
international plantsman Timothy Carless 
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Are you feeling stuck in your life? 
You may feel stuck for many reasons; due to your health, work, 
relationships, past or current issues, habits, addictions, fears, phobias 
or many other reasons. 
Issues, trauma or emotions can get stuck in our subconscious mind 
and the subconscious makes up 95 to 98% of our mind, so it makes 
complete sense to work with the subconscious to shift whatever it is 
holding you back; which Hypnotherapy does. 
We also hold the above in our bodies. We are energetic beings and 
we can unconsciously hold onto things and they can accumulate. 
Then our bodies will warn us with symptoms to alert us to deal with 
them but what often happens is that we are prescribed a drug to 
switch of the symptom. To me that is like taking the battery out of a 
smoke alarm, the issue is still there but you are ignoring it and it 
continues to cause more and more problems! 
I use powerful techniques working with the mind - body connection- I 
am called ‘The Mind - Body Connector’!  
The great news is that you can make positive changes! 
 
How to move forward; 
* Be AWARE of what you want to change and start to act now; even if 
it is small changes! 
*IDENTIFY what negative beliefs, trauma, emotions are holding you 
back or just ask yourself and then you may start to notice them. 
Connect with that pain or symptom. You may need to connect with 
the subconscious mind to find out what the issue is. 
* Seek SUPPORT to transform your life from someone who resonates 
with you 
* Start to write in a journal to release negative feelings and focus on 
the POSITIVES and what you are grateful for at the end of each day 
* READ positive books, watch webinars; there is a lot of very helpful 
free information and guidance online 
* Stay calm in the moment; whatever life’s challenges you are 
experiencing can be viewed as opportunities to grow- it’s your choice 
how you RESPOND 
* KEEP CALM and BELIEVE in yourself! 
 
Positive Wishes    
Karen Bromley    www.mayawellbeing.co.uk       07798 865795 

http://www.mayawellbeing.co.uk/
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Hypnotherapy and Coaching 

Are you feeling STUCK in your life?  

Are your thoughts holding you back? Want to feel in control? 

I support negative habits, phobias, fears, trauma, anxieties, depression, 

weight loss, stop smoking, low self- esteem, abuse, illness and much 

more including improving your Performance! 

Plus: Hypnobirthing / Fertility / Deep Relaxation sessions 

Buy a GIFT VOUCHER; The PERFECT PRESENT! 

*Contact me NOW for a FREE initial chat;   07798 865795 -  

Sessions in BROCKDISH! 

www.mayawellbeing.co.uk  karen@mayawellbeing.co.uk 

 
 

Do You Need Your Garden 

TIDYING UP? 

Call Tom Bell on 01379 669293 or 

07905208209 

Very Reasonable Rates 
 

 
Thank you to the people in Brockdish who, on their walks 
continually pick up rubbish. It is greatly appreciated. 
 
Jan Croxson 

http://www.mayawellbeing.co.uk/
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 GREETING CARDS 

 GIFT WRAP 

 STATIONERY 

 CORAL’S CARD CLUB 

 10% off your first online order 

(just type Mardler in the 

coupon box at checkout) 

Local collection and delivery 

available 

01379 853679 or 0787 655 

3332 

www.coral4cards.co.uk 
 

 

Carole Mole Catcher 

The expert you can trust 

 

 
 

Competitive Rates No Fuss 

01508 47 19 16 

07918 18 78 37 

carole@norfolk-mole-

catcher.co.uk 
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Coffee Break  
 Jokes 
 

Man to Doctor - "I've just been playing rugby and find that when 
I touch my legs, my arms, my head and everywhere else, it 
really hurts!" 
Doctor -   "Yes, that's because you've broken your finger." 
                                      *           *          * 
Two men waiting to be served in a butcher's shop - 
Bob -”I bet you £100 you can't reach that piece of meat on the 
ceiling." 
Fred - "I'm not betting."  
Bob - "Why not?" 
Fred - "Because the steaks are too high!" 
                                     *          *          * 
At Brockdish Kings Head a newcomer asked a local man "Have 
you lived here all your life?" After a long pause the man replied 
"Don't know yet!" 
 
Fictional Crime-Fighting Sidekicks 
Who were the companions of the following crime-fighters and 
who were their creators? 
 
1. Batman                        
2. Sherlock Holmes 
3. Inspector Morse 
4. Det. Supt. Andy Dalziel 
5. Hercule Poirot 
6. Chief Inspector Reg Wexford 
7. Tommy Beresford 
 
Answers on page 24 
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HARLESTON CARPETS AND FLOORING 
Our friendly staff will guide you through the selection of your new flooring, and you can 

rest assured that we will manage the selection, installation/fitting of your new flooring 

from start to finish.  

Man made and wool carpets, Luxury Vinyl Tiles, Hard Wood flooring, 
vinyls and cushion floor 

All Domestic and Commercial flooring supplied and fitted 
 

Bring this ad with you and receive 10% off your chosen flooring* 
No.6 The Thoroughfare, Harleston IP20 9AX  01379 309209 

*Offer not valid with other in store offers 
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Craft Fayre at  

The Half Moon, Rushall 

10.00am – 2.00pm on Thursday 25th April 
 

Cards, locally made crafts and gifts, raffle and lots 

more…Please come along and support this local event! 

We’d all love to see you! 

 

Raising money for East Anglian Air Ambulance 

Organiser of the Craft Fayre – Coral Fordham, Rushall. 

0787 655 3332 
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Local History 

 

A Nation Divided: Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts  
in the English Civil War 

 

© Elaine Murphy 
 

I write this while the nation wrestles with Brexit. No one knows 
yet what the short or long-term outcome will be. Here in South 
Norfolk, we were more evenly divided in our opinions and our 
votes in the referendum of 2016 than anywhere else in East 
Anglia and as on other occasions of deep division of opinion, no 
sign yet that people are changing their minds over time. It made 
me think back to another time when the nation was equally 
divided and the terrible consequences that sprung from that 
division.  

The bloody English Civil War, or three wars to be exact, 
between 1642 and 1651, has often been portrayed as a conflict 
between Cavaliers and Roundheads, or “Toffs versus Hoi-polloi” 
but in fact the gentry and ordinary people were equally divided.   
On the one hand stood the Royalist supporters of King Charles 
I, or ‘cavaliers’. On the other stood the ‘roundheads’, supporters 
of the rights and privileges of Parliament: the Parliamentarians. 
These initially insulting nicknames, would ring down through the 
succeeding centuries, just as the names ‘brexiteers’ and 
‘remoaners’ will. 

A local man, Captain Robert Pattison of Brockdish, (sometimes 
Patterson) was killed fighting with Cromwell’s parliamentary 
army in 1644, possibly at the Battle of Marston Moor, 
Cromwell’s first big victory. We know little about Robert other 
than that he fought with Oliver Cromwell’s regiment of horse in 
the Eastern Association army and was succeed in 1644 by 
Captain Edward Horsman.  
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Local History 

Robert was just one of about 85,000 people who died in the 
fighting in England, with a further 127,000 dying from disease, 

including some 40,000 civilians.  

Plainly dressed Roundheads face Cavaliers with long curly hair, 

sashes and spurred boots, both sides urging their dogs Puddle and 

Pepper to fight. 

Robert’s widow Mary and her children were left without any 
income when Robert died and at the end of the war in April 
1652 she was obliged to ask the new Cromwellian parliament 
for financial help to support her family.  She was granted £200 
from a parliamentary fund, a sum worth today about £20,000, 
but by then government coffers were almost empty and while 
she was granted her request, she didn’t receive her final grant 
until November, and while the money would certainly have 
helped, it may not have been enough to lift Mary out of poverty 
for long.  
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Local History 

 

 
General Oliver Cromwell in armour, painted by Samuel Cooper 

 

Robert probably sincerely believed in the cause he was fighting 
for. The divisions of opinion that had begun in the mid-1620s 
were simmering for fifteen years before war broke out.  
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Local History 

Charles I wanted to raise taxes to fight foreign wars and 
dissolved a reluctant parliament in order to rule without the 
interference of parliament, but the ideological division that lay at 
the heart of the Civil War was religion. Puritans everywhere, 
and they were the dominating influence in East Anglia, 
supported Parliament, whereas more conservative traditional 
Protestants, together with the few Catholics, supported the 
King.  

And here in South Norfolk we were ardent Puritans, or so it 
seemed. Or were we? Close examination of the lives of local 
gentry suggests that while there were some who held strong 
beliefs, like the Royalist Catelyn family at Wingfield Castle and 
Kirby Cane and the fervent parliamentarian Barry family at  
Syleham Hall, there were many families who did not feel 
particularly strongly either way or tried very hard to steer a quiet 
course like the Gawdy family of lawyers at West Harling and 
Harleston; they were more concerned to live in peace and avoid 
conflict.  
 

While the parliamentary army and its Eastern Association 
administrative committee was successful in controlling Norfolk 
and Suffolk and Cambridgeshire with an iron fist throughout the 
war, with the positive consequence that no major civil war battle 
was fought on our soil, local families were affected by the 1000 
fold rise in taxes and the toll of young men injured or killed in 
battles elsewhere just as every village was affected by the First 
World War three hundred years later. Ordinary labouring 
families sometimes felt obliged to fight for their employers’ 
cause, whatever their private views. Round here everyone 
behaved as if they were parliamentarians; it wasn’t sensible to 
do otherwise. But the impact of the war on trade was 
catastrophic, the economy and food production especially 
suffered dramatically as families scraped together what they 
could.  

 



 

22 

 

Local History 

Beneath the all-important religious divisions lurked anxieties 
about nationhood and ethnicity. Parliament set out, from the 
very first, to portray itself as the party of 'Englishness', and 
although this image played well throughout most of the 
kingdom, and certainly rang true for Norfolk and Suffolk folk, it 
provoked a counter-reaction in 'Celtic' Cornwall and Wales. 
There, the overwhelming majority of the population came out for 
the King.  

The English Civil War ended badly for both victors and 
vanquished. After Charles I’s execution and Cromwell’s victory 
and years in power as Lord Protector, his parliamentary and 
religious ideals died with him in 1658 and after a short two years 
of military dictatorship, the country sickened of Puritan austerity 
and surprisingly suddenly opted to have the monarchy back 
again. There were good outcomes of course, the monarchy 
would never exert untrammelled power over parliament again; 
the war strengthened the organisation of the English army and 
eventually promoted the growth of a religiously more tolerant 
society.   

Note. The information about Robert Pattison of Brockdish is 
from Calendar, Committee For the Advance of Money: Part 1, 
1642-45, ed. Mary Anne Everett Green (London, 1888), pp. 
107-108 and the list of parliamentarian soldiers serving with 
Cromwell. There is a lot of good information on the web about 
the Civil War, such as on Spartacus Educational 

 https://spartacus-educational.com/STUcivilwar.htm. 

Elaine’s new book Monks Hall, The History of a Waveney Valley 

Manor is available from www.poppyland.co.uk, from local 

bookshops and on Amazon. 

 

 

https://spartacus-educational.com/STUcivilwar.htm
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Coffee Break Answers from Questions on page 15 
 

1. Robin / Bob Kane  
2. Dr. Watson / Arthur Conan Doyle 
3. Robbie Lewis / Colin Dexter  
4. Det. Sgt. Peter Pascoe / Reginald Hill 
5. Capt. Arthur Hastings / Agatha Christie       
6. Det. Inspector Mike Burdon / Ruth Rendell 
7. Tuppence Beresford / Agatha Christie  

 

 
TOPCROFT OPEN GARDENS 

 

Sunday 26th May & Monday 27th May 2019 
 

11.00 a.m.   -   5.00 p.m 
 

Proceeds to St. Margaret’s Church  

 

£4 entry 

 

Refreshments & light lunches 

 

Guide dogs only 

Vintage bus transport both days  

 

NR WOODTON 

OFF THE B1332 NORWICH BUNGAY ROAD 

OFF A140 HEMPNALL-BUNGAY ROAD B1527 
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THE MARDLER GARDENER AKA PANSY’S POTTERINGS 

“Her fairies climb the bare, brown trees,                                                                    
And set green caps on every stalk;  
       Her primroses peep bashfully                 

         From borders of the garden walk, 
         And in the reddened maple tops   

Her blackbird gossips sit and talk.” 
                               Hannah R. Hudson 

 

 April's here and spring has sprung! As the weather warms early 
flowers start to bloom. All of a sudden there's plenty to do in the 
garden. 
Give your greenhouse a thorough scrub with hot soapy water. 
This will get rid of pests and diseases and let in more light. 
Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a balanced, slow-release 
fertiliser, lightly forking it into the soil surface. 
Deadhead daffodils  and  tulips but leave foliage intact, allowing 
it to die back naturally. 
Start planting out summer bedding towards the end of May. 
Trim back spreading plants such as aubrietia, alyssum and 
candytuft after they have flowered, to encourage new growth. 
Harden off outdoor tomatoes, courgettes and pumpkins for 
planting early next month. 
Keep on top of weeding. 

 
Information 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Visits Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts every four weeks 

on a Thursday calling at: 
Brockdish     12.05 pm Waveney Heights 
Brockdish     12.20 pm on Grove Road 
Thorpe Abbotts 12.35 pm Telephone Box/Post Box 

Next schedule visits 
Thursday 25th April 
Thursday 23rd May 
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Brow Beauty by Laura 

I am a fully qualified High Definition Brows Stylist. This treatment 
uses a number of techniques to get the perfect brow shape you 

desire which includes waxing, tinting, threading etc. After having 
recently relocated to a different salon, I am offering your first 

appointment with me for a special offer of just £15! 

Bungay Road, Scole IP21 4DT 

Call 07761931761 

Information 

 

GROUP HIRE 
WITH BORDERHOPPA 

 COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
 
The Borderhoppa 2019 outings leaflet is now available. We have 
many trips arranged throughout the year including pub lunches, 
garden centres, the coast, mystery tours, boat trips and many 
more.  You can pick up a leaflet at your local library, information 
centre, GP surgery, from one of our drivers or by calling the office 
and we’ll post one to you.  
 

Need help with transport?  Borderhoppa buses are available to 
people of all ages who are unable to use ordinary bus services 
either, because of mobility difficulties, or, because there isn’t a bus 
service for them to use. 
 

Our door-to-door dial a ride service can take you shopping, to 
medical appointments (excluding hospitals), to visit a friend or 
relative or attend a local club. 
If you would like to find out more about the great service we 
provide please call us on 01379 854800 or visit our website 
www.borderhoppa.org 
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QUIZ NIGHT  
SATURDAY 25th May 7:30 for 8:00pm 

Admission £4 BROCKDISH VILLAGE HALL 

Bring your own drink  

Jan 668630 
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Full Steam Ahead 

BORED WITH IRONING AND HOUSEHOLD CHORES? 

LET ME HELP 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

IRONING SERVICE 

COLLECTION AND DELIVERY 

CALL WENDY  

01379 650380 

07880726783 

 

BILLINGFORD WINDMILL 
Restoration is progressing, albeit at a slower rate than 
anticipated. Latest news from the millwright  is  that  the 
redesigned cap should be on site in the not too distant future.  
The stocks and sails should follow at a later date. 
 

Summer openings will commence with the traditional Easter 
Monday Easter Egg Hunt for children and a Treasure Hunt for 
adults.  Children's egg hunt is free, adult hunt £3 each.  Prizes 
include whisky, spirits, chocolates and other prizes. 
 

J & H Websdell 
Mill Custodians 
 

 

TWAM – Tools with a Mission is a Christian charity enabling 
people to earn a living and support themselves and their 
families. TWAM started over thirty years ago, helping people 
fulfil their dreams and set up profitable businesses by collecting 
and refurbishing tools and equipment no longer wanted here in 
the UK and sending them overseas. Wanted old tools (anything 
from a saw to a hoe), electrical tools, sewing machines, non-
cloth haberdashery items like buttons, needles, thimbles, school 
books and flat screen computers (working)!  
Please drop off any of the above items at The Swan 
Hotel,Harleston or call me and I’ll collect. 
 
Robin Twigge 07818400632 
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Harleston & District Forget – Me - Not Café  
The Forget-me-Not Café is open on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month at the Swift Piano Bar at the Swan Hotel, Harleston, 
2pm – 4pm with our next session on Thursday 18th April 2019.  
This month our Café is kindly sponsored by: 
 

London Road Methodist Church, Harleston 
Our Sponsors are always welcome to come along to the Café 
and join us for tea. We provide support and companionship to 
those in the Community who are experiencing issues with their 
memory. Please be assured of a very warm, friendly welcome 
to everyone, free tea and cakes for all those who attend. 

Harleston & District Dementia 
 Friendly Community 

April 2019 
 

SINGING GROUP 
We are starting a singing group Café once a month. Singing is 
not only an enjoyable activity, it can help the brain, improve  
well- being and your mood.   
It will be held at The Swan Hotel and refreshments will be 
served.  We are hoping to start this event from May, so more 
details of the date and time to follow in the next edition. 
 

CARERS SUPPORT GROUP 
The Carer’s Support Group at the Swan is on the same day as 
the Café. We started this informal group to support and allow 
you to spend time together, and with others in a similar 
situation, knowing that your loved ones are being supported too.   
 

For further information on any of the above please contact Pat 
on patricia.simmonds@mail.com  or 01379 676557  

mailto:patricia.simmonds@mail.com
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FOR A CLEANER OVEN LET US 
DO THE JOB YOU HATE! 

WE REMOVE BURNT ON 
CARBON DEPOSITS, GREASE 

AND FAT! 

ALL CLEANING             WE ALSO 

PRODUCTS ARE:        SPECIALISE IN: 

Non Corrosive               Gas/Electric Hobs 

Non-Caustic                   Microwaves 

Free of Fumes         Range Units 

Biodegradable              Agas/Rayburns 

For your FREE no obligation 

quote CALL 01379 854690 
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RECIPE 
 
Orange Sandwich Cake Recipe  
 

 
Preparation  
Preheat oven to 180* 
Grease and line base and sides of 2 sandwich tins (20cm) 
 

Ingredients 
6oz margarine or butter 
6oz caster sugar 
3 large eggs (beaten) 
6oz self-raising flour  

1 tsp. of baking powder 
1 large orange 
Orange marmalade 
Whipped cream  

 
Method 
Whisk together fat and sugar until pale and creamy and fluffy. 
Add beaten eggs, a little at a time, whisking into the mixture. 
Add grated zest of large orange. 
Add 1 tbsp. of orange juice 
Fold in sieved self-raising flour 
 

Divide the mixture into 2 sandwich tins.  
Place in the oven for 15 - 20 minutes, cool on a wire rack. 
 

When cake is cold spread marmalade on top of one layer. 
Whipped cream can be added at this stage.  
Place 2nd layer on top and sieve icing sugar on top to 
decorate.  
 

Alternatively the cream can be omitted and the top layer iced. 
Use more juice of the orange to mix with icing sugar. 
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Thorpe Abbotts Church 

 
ALL SAINTS CHURCH NEWS 
 
Well what a topsy turvy month!  Glad we have now settled to 
normal spring weather which means we get different kinds of 
weather most weeks. Thanks to all of you who came to a very 
fun Quiz at the end of February. I am delighted that both the 
winner’s prize and wooden spoon stayed in the Village, the first 
time this has happened for a while! 
 
We had thought there would just be a couple for our February 
Service so decided on a said service. Well, what should happen 
but a good turnout. Nevertheless, it was a nice change to have 
something a little different taken by Nigel. 
 
MESSY CHURCH Saturday 13th APRIL 
Coming up we are putting on a Messy Church in the Village Hall 
on Saturday April 13th 10.30pm-12.00pm. Children under the 
age of 13 are invited to come and join us for a bit of fun. All 
children need to be accompanied by an adult. It will be nice for 
all age groups to gather and have a catch up. Entry is of course 
free, if you would like anymore details please contact Mary 
Alderton on 01379 668537. 
 
EASTER 
Easter is just around the corner following on from our Messy 
Church. We will have short half hour Devotional Service on 
Good Friday at 3.00pm.  On Easter Day we plan to have a 
Family Service at 11.00am, which may well include something 
Easter Eggie around the Churchyard for all to have a go.  Post 
service refreshments available. 
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Thorpe Abbotts Church 

 

CHURCHYARD 
As I write the Churchyard is ablaze with aconites and 
snowdrops particularly around the north side. Daffodils are 
making an appearance before our meadow saxifrage making 
their annual appearance in May/June. June is a very good time 
to have a wander around the Churchyard which you will know is 
managed for its wildflower population. Every year I am 
surprised by the appearance or even non appearance of 
various flower species there. Please do feel free to pop up 
there. Many of our wildflower species are in decline and 
churchyards often havens, of which All Saints, is a very good 
example. Additionally, the Church will be open at weekends and 
Bank Holidays after Easter. 
 

Simon 

 

Brockdish Church 

 

John and Jackie Spooner have kindly ”donated" their garden on 
Sunday April 14th 12.00pm - 4.00pm to the Church, to raise 
funds for the fabric fund. Do please come and give your support 
and have a stroll down to the river through the spring flowers.  
Entrance £3, children free, dogs welcome on leads. 
Teas, stalls etc. 
 
Jan Croxson 
Church Warden 
 

Thank you 
 
Tom and Audrey Oakley would like to thank friends and 
neighbours together with the Church of St Peter and St Paul for 
their condolences and kindness following the death of their son 
David.  
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Church Service Times 
 

Rector 
http://www.7churches.org.uk 

Revd Nigel Tufnell - 01379 308905 
rector@7churches.org.uk 

 

Benefice Administrator 
admin@7churches.org.uk 

Lucy Cooke  Mon to Fri 01379 851148 
9am to1pm. 
Facebook.com/7churches.org.uk 

Brockdish 
Church Wardens 

Ann Cork - 01379 668635 
Jan Croxson - 01379 668630 

 

Thorpe Abbotts 
Church Warden 

Christine McDonald 
01379 669116 

 

 

7th Apr Brockdish 9.30am Holy Communion 

14th Apr 
Palm Sunday 

Brockdish 

 

9.30am 

 

Morning prayer 

 

Mon 15th Apr Brockdish 6.30pm Reading Luke’s Gospel 

19th April 
Good Friday 

Brockdish 
Thorpe Abbotts 

11.00am 
3.00pm 

Devotianal Half Hour 
Devotional Half Hour 

21st Apr 
Easter Day 

Brockdish 
Thorpe Abbotts 

9.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 

28th Apr Brockdish 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion 

5th May Brockdish 9.30am Morning Prayer 

12th May 
 

Brockdish 
Thorpe Abbotts 

9.30pm 
9.30am 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Prayer 

19th May Brockdish 9.30am Holy Communion 

26th May Brockdish 9.30am Morning Prayer 

Quiz & Light Supper - Saturday 25th May (Bring your own drink), 7.30pm for 
8pm start at Brockdish Village Hall – £4pp, Book with Jan 01379 668630. 

THE PARISH OF ST.PETER & ST.PAUL, BROCKDISH 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(Preceded by the Annual Vestry Meeting) 

To be held at Brockdish Village Hall (Top Room) 
On Tuesday 2nd April 2019 at 7.30pm 

Everyone very welcome to attend 
 

http://www.7churches.org.uk/
http://www.7churches.org.uk/
http://www.7churches.org.uk/
mailto:rector@7churches.org.uk
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OPEN GARDEN – DAFFODIL WALK 
DOWN TO THE BANKS OF THE RIVER WAVENEY 

The Old Coach House 
The Street, Brockdish 

 
Sunday 7th April 10 to 4 pm 

 
Over 2 acres of woodland and garden with display 

 of daffodils and spring flowers 
 

In aid of EAAA, Prostate Cancer, St Elizabeth Hospice, 
CLIC Sargent Cancer Charity and local charities 

 
Refreshments – Craft Stalls – Jams – Books – Bric A Brac 

 
Adult £3 Children Free – Dogs welcome on leads  
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